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World Communion Sunday
October 4, 2026

Whether you are worshiping in the sanctuary or online, at any time in the
course of the service, you are invited to light a candle signifying a concern,
a desire for healing, a confession, or a prayer of thanksgiving that, though

private, you would like to remember in the midst of our worship.

Please speak aloud the bold portions of the liturgy in the bulletin.
The asterisk * is an invitation for worshipers to rise in body or spirit as able.

GATHERING TOGETHER

PRELUDE Partita on “Crimond”
Gordon Young
Hope Publishing Company, 1980

WELCOME Erin Tolar

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP Bizza and Ed Britton
What hardship do you look back on now with appreciation
for what it revealed to you?

INTROIT Lead Me, Lord
Samuel Wesley
Mills Music, Inc., 1933

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness,
make thy way plain before my face.

For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only,

that makest me dwell in safety.

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
All creation is God’s,

the earth and all its people.
How good and lovely it is

to live together in unity.

Love and faith come together;
justice and peace join hands.
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If Christ’s followers keep silent,

the very stones would shout aloud.
Lord, open our lips,

let our mouths proclaim your praise.

*HYMN No. 328 Praise God, All You Nations (Ghana)
CALL TO CONFESSION Griff Campbell

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Compassionate God,

You know that anxiety is our weakness.

In our worry, we become rigid,

believing there is only one possible way forward.
In our fear, we’ll do anything to keep the peace,
protect ourselves, solve the problem.

In our stress, we forget the wonders we have seen
and the gifts you have given.

A TIME OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION

Forgive us our short memories, and help us to trust your goodness.
Forgive us our controlling ways, and help us trust your providing.
Forgive us our narrow vision, and help us trust you are at work.
Forgive us our worries, and help us turn toward your kingdom of hope.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsive)

Friends, forgiven and set free, that is what we are.
Forgiven and set free, that is who we are.

The mercy of Christ is from everlasting to everlasting.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS sung through one time Hymn 447
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.



WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE ON THE STEPS

Genesis 37:1-36

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT READING

Philippians 4:1-9

SERMON Mamie Broadhurst

WE RESPOND WITH DEDICATION

*HYMN No. 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us (Argentina)

OFFERING of GIFTS

Reflect on your response to the work of Christ in the world today, and

consider making a commitment of time, talents, and resources.

If you choose to contribute to the work of Christ through UPC at this time,
on-line giving is available. See the announcements for more information.

INVITATION

ANTHEM Draw the Circle Wide
Mark A. Miller
Abingdon Press, 2008

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide

Let this be our song: No one stands a lone
We’ll stand side by side

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide

Draw the circle, draw it wider still

Let this be our song, be our song: no one stands a lone
Standing side by side

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide



In your sadness & in your grief

All the pain, it seems there’s no relief
We will hold you until the storm subsides
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide

*DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God of every time and place,

We offer this day our gifts of time, talent, and treasure
with gratitude and with joy.

May each and all of them be used to expand our tables
so that they might better match yours.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All who come to the table are offered the bread and cup,
regardless of age or understanding. (PC-USA Book of Order W-3.0409)

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Response: Come, Come to the table.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

God of seeds and soil,
your feast begins long before a morsel of food touches our

lips...



...As we come together around this table today, along with
so many others from around the world, let us join our voices
together praying the prayer your son taught us saying:

Our Mother and Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS Love Bade me Welcome
Ralph Vaughan Williams
Stainer and Bell Ltd., 1911

All worshipers are invited to come forward (lectern/left side) or
backward (pulpit/right side) by the center aisle, take the bread and
dip it into the cup, and return to their pew by the side aisles.

For those who prefer, communion will be served directly to your seat.
The elements consist of grape juice and gluten-free bread.

COMMUNION PRAYER (responsive)
God of the joyful feast,
today in the north and the south, in the east and the west,
we are grateful as we meet you around tables full of gifts you
have given us.
Continue to pour out your Spirit upon us
so that when the meal is over and we leave this table,
we might be a part of extending every table around the world.
Help every meal we share look more and more like your
heavenly feast;

everyone welcomed,

everyone fed,

everyone nourished.
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.



*HYMN No. 538 Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

(South Africa)
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
*CHARGE (responsive)
Go with God.
Alleluia! And Amen!
POSTLUDE Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Mary McDonald

Lorenz Publishing Co. , 2013
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LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE.
ASK THE USHER IF YOU NEED A COPY.

Worship services at University Presbyterian Church are filmed. While most of the
footage will feature worship leaders, video of the congregation may also appear.
If you have concerns, please speak with one of the ushers who can direct you to
locations where being recorded is less likely.

Adapted Prayer of Confession adapted from liturgy by Teri Peterson with BibleWorm. The Great
Prayer of Thanksgiving was adapted from one written by Molly Spangler and published in the
Presbyterian Outlook. | Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license no. A-705298 unless otherwise noted. All rights
reserved. Cover art: "Hands Holding Globe" — StockCake |
https://stockcake.com/i/hands-holding-globe 1331776 1133200
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