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Friends, it is a gift to share with you a letter from Matt McGraw, a member 
of our church who was welcomed and nurtured into his call to ministry by 
this church. Each of us knows what UPC means to us, but we don’t always 
know what this place means to others – the ways we impact the lives of 
those who pass through our doors for a time but, for whatever reason, do 
not stay. It seems that God worked through UPC to change Matt’s life, and 
though he mentions a few people here by name, his gratitude is to us all.

Dear UPC,
I write with the joyous news that I have been called to serve as the Pastor of Delmar
Presbyterian Church in New York. While my family and I are thrilled to begin 
this next phase of following God’s call, I know that I will deeply miss our beloved 
congregation.

When I first came to UPC, I was met with a heartfelt welcome from Patti Snyder. 
I never anticipated where her greeting would lead me, but after several years of 
wandering in the desert with no church home, UPC opened my eyes anew to the 
boundlessness of God’s grace, mercy, and love. That remains an unrepayable gift, and 
I will always thank God for sending me through your doors.

I am so grateful for the ways that the pastors, elders, deacons, and members of UPC
have helped me understand and nurtured my call to become a pastor myself. Thank 
you to Edward Peterson, Steven Hartmann, Barbara Hoffman, and Bizza Britton 
for serving as my liaisons. Special thanks to Mamie who graciously mentored me 
through seminary and in these final stages of finding a call.

Jesus makes it clear that following God’s call will not always be easy, however your
prayers have enabled me to persevere though the difficult moments. I hope that you 
will continue to hold me and family in prayer as we grow into our life in New York. 
UPC will always be dear to me and will remain in my prayers. I have no doubt that 
you will continue to be a beacon of hope for the people of Baton Rouge. Thank you for 
everything.

God’s Peace, Matt McGraw

Matt - You’ll always be a part of the UPC family. Thank you for sharing part 
of your journey with us, and blessings as this next part begins. 

And to UPC - well done, good and faithful servants.

Bendiciones,
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	 SeptemberSeptember...
Meetings times/locations are subject to change. 

Please check with your group leader for confirmation and
information on how to log into Zoom meetings.

1	 8:30 a.m.	 Nurture Committee - Zoom
	 10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle - Parks Wilson Room
	 10:30 a.m.	 Staff Meeting - Library
	 6:00 p.m.	 Faith Formation Committee - Zoom
	 7:00 p.m.	 UPC Book Group - 1725 Eugene St.
2	 9:30 a.m.	 Day School Chapel - Sanctuary
	 10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle II - 1545 Patrick Drive
	 5:00 p.m.	 College/Young Adult Bible Study & Dinner - Library
	 7:00 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
3	 11:00 a.m.	 “Soul Feast” Small Group - Library
	 7:30 p.m.	 New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room
5		  LSU vs Clemson @ LSU (PARKING - 6:30 p.m. Kickoff)
6	 15th Sunday after Pentecost - Communion
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
			   No Youth Group
7	 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY - Day School & Church Office Closed
8	 4:30 p.m.	 Worship Committee - Zoom
	 6:30 p.m.	 Don’t Cook Night - Elisa’s Cuban Cuisine, 
			   2627 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd
	 7:00 p.m.	 Mission & Peacemaking Committee - Zoom
	 7:00 p.m.	 NAMI - Conference Room & Library
9	 9:00 a.m.	 Faith & Community Small Group - Parks Wilson Rm. see p. 5
	 10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle II - 1545 Patrick Drive
	 5:00 p.m.	 Property Committee - Zoom
	 5:00 p.m.	 College/Young Adult Bible Study & Dinner - Library
	 7:00 p.m.	 UPC Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
10	 11:00 a.m.	 “Soul Feast” Small Group - Library
	 6:30 p.m.	 Day School Committee - Zoom
12		  LSU vs LA Tech @ LSU (PARKING - 6:30 p.m. Kickoff)
13	 16th Sunday after Pentecost
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
	 2:00 p.m.	 Interfaith Federation Prayer Stop (until 4:00 p.m.) - Sanctuary
	 4:30 p.m.	 Youth Group
14 11:30 a.m.	 Membership Committee - Library
	 7:00 p.m.	 Huntington’s Disease Support Group - Conference Room
15	 9:30 a.m.	 Helping Hands - Conference Room
	 10:30 a.m.	 Staff Meeting - Library
	 6:00 p.m.	 Fellowship Committee - Zoom
16	 9:30 a.m.	 Day School Chapel - Sanctuary
	 10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle II - 1545 Patrick Drive
	 5:00 p.m.	 College/Young Adult Bible Study & Dinner - Library
	 7:00 p.m.	 UPC Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
17	 7:00 a.m.	 Interfaith Federation Prayer Breakfast - Boudreaux’s Catering
	 11:00 a.m.	 “Soul Feast” Small Group - Library 
	 7:30 p.m.	 New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room
19	 8:00 a.m.	 Youth Group @ Baton Rouge Food Bank
20	 17th Sunday after Pentecost
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
	 12:30 p.m.	 Stewardship & Finance Committee - Conference Room
			   No Youth Group

Office Notes
Holiday Closure
The Day School and Church Office will 
be closed on Monday, September 7 for 
the Labor Day holiday.

Weather Alert Reminder
With hurricane season here, please note 
that UPC Day School and the Church 
Office follow the East Baton Rouge 
School System for weather-related 
closures. If EBR schools close due to 
inclement weather, our facilities will 
close as well.

Church Calendar
In order to prevent conflicts, please 
check with the church office for 
availability before scheduling an event.

Check Reimbursements
Forms for requests/reimbursements can 
be found in the mail closet across from 
the church office (right side in a leucite 
box). If you are not a committee chair, 
your request will need to be approved by 
the chair. Once completed, attach your 
receipt and put it in Caralyn’s mailbox.  
The pink copy is yours to keep. Please 
do not turn in requests without filling out 
this form. 

REALM Church Database
Have you moved in the past few months 
or changed your email or phone number? 
Summer is busy and sometimes things 
fall through the cracks.  Please check 
your Realm profile to make sure all your 
contact information is listed and up to 
date.

Tech Folk Needed
We are looking for volunteers with IT 
skills or an itch to learn A/V production by 
helping to livestream Sunday worship. If 
you are interested please contact Mamie 
or on Sundays visit the tech booth located 
in the choir loft to see where the magic 
happens!
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OCTOBER
CONTACT
DEADLINE

SEPTEMBER 21

Thanks to UPC for showing its support for
Park Medical Academy as they launch into

their new school year. 
The bags full of donated school supplies are appreciated.  

	 SeptemberSeptember...
22	 7:00 p.m.	 NAMI - Conference Room & Library
23	 9:00 a.m.	 Faith & Community Small Group - Parks Wilson Rm. see p. 5
	 10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle II - 1545 Patrick Dr.
	 5:00 p.m.	 College/Young Adult Bible Study & Dinner - Library
	 7:00 p.m.	 UPC Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
24	 11:00 a.m.	 “Soul Feast” Small Group - Library
	 7:30 p.m.	 New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room
25		  LSU vs Texas A&M @ LSU (PARKING - Kickoff TBD)
27	 18th Sunday After Pentecost
	 9:00 a.m.	 Blood Drive - Bloodmobile
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School
			   New Member Class - Fellowship Hall
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
	 1:00 p.m.	 Stated Session Meeting - Conference Room
			   NAJMA Food Care - Fellowship Hall
	 4:30  p.m.	 Youth Group
29	 10:30 a.m.	 Staff Meeting - Library
30	 10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle II - 1545 Patrick Drive
	 5:00 p.m.	 College/Young Adult Bible Study & Dinner - Library
	 7:00 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room

Get Ready for LSU Game Day Parking at UPC!
If school is starting that means we’re headed into football season, and if we’re headed 
into football season that means it’s parking season again! Each fall we open our parking 
lot on LSU home game Saturdays to raise money for youth, education, and mission 
projects. The upcoming home game schedule is as follows:

September	 5	 Clemson (6:30 p.m. kickoff)
		  12	 Louisiana Tech (6:30 p.m. kickoff) 
		  26	 Texas A&M
October	 3	 McNeese
		  17	 Mississippi State
November	 7	 Alabama
		  14	 Texas	

Put a few of these on your calendar if you have a youth involved at church so they 
can help! Game times are subject to change, but if you are willing to help volunteer, 
please be in touch with John Ward (225-505-4418), and he will keep you posted on 
the details. 

The UPC Book Club meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 

7:00 p.m. at 1725 S. Eugene.
Contact Ellen Morgan for info.

Sep 1	 Becoming Madam Secretary 
by Stephanie Dray 

Oct 6	 All the Broken Places 
by John Boyne

Moveable Pray-for-Peace 
Vigil
Sunday, September 13
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Check www.ifedgbr.com for a list of 
prayer sites; UPC is one of them. At 3:00 
p.m. you are invited to sing (or pray): 
“Let there be peace on earth, and let it 
begin with me.”

Prayer Breakfast
Thursday, September 17
7:00 - 8:30 a.m.
Boudreaux’s Catering
(2647 Government St.)

Tickets are on sale now! 
This year’s breakfast will celebrate the 
40th anniversary of Interfaith Federation 
of Greater Baton Rouge: its founders, 
the progress made, and the way forward 
in cultivating unity, justice, and peace 
across the City of Baton Rouge. Tickets 
are $30 each and are available online at 
our website https://bit.ly/4y0kpZ6 or by 
calling the IFED office at (225)267-5600. 
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Psalmtember  
For the past several years we have published a list of words 
chosen by Rev. Marcus Hong, a Presbyterian pastor who 
works at Louisville Seminary, who loves the Psalms and loves 
art. The words he suggests might inspire you are in the image 
below. If other words stand out to you, use them instead! Or 
you can make art that represents the wholeness of the Psalm. 
The only “rules” are simple: 

Read the psalm. 
Consider what emotions it stirs up in you.
Make some art. 

You can paint, draw with colored pencils, collage, take 
photographs, write a haiku, choose a song that should 
accompany the words, write a song with words from the 
psalm. The world is your oyster. Choose what stirs delight in 
you! 

If you’re game to post what you make online, he’d love to see 
it (use the hashtag #psalmtember2026) and we would too. 
You can tag us as well (#upcbr), put it up on our Facebook 
group page, or bring it to church!

Inquirer’s Class
Have you been visiting lately and wondered:

What does it mean to be a Presbyterian? 

What is some of UPC’s history? 

How can I get more involved in this fabulous place? 

Who are some of the other people in this community, 
and how did they come to be here? 

We will do our best to answer those questions and others 
in our Inquirer’s Class this fall. We will gather on Sunday 
mornings starting on September 27th and end on October 
25th. (It’s really only four weeks total. We will join in the 
Pancake Breakfast on October 4th because…pancakes!). 

During the class we’ll talk about Presbyterianism, UPC, our 
own stories, and whatever else comes up. You may decide to 
become a member of the church as we come to a close, or 
you may come to the class just to learn more. Either is great. 
Please let Mamie know if you are interested in participating. 
And if this month won’t work, don’t worry, we’ll have another 
class in the spring. 

Faith Formation

Many of our children and youth just received new Bibles! If 
children read one story each school day from the Growing 
in God’s Love Story Bible, they will make their way through 
the whole book before the school year is over. If youth read 
one chapter from the New Testament of their CEB Study Bible 
each day, they will have read all four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John) before Christmas. 

If sitting still to read isn’t your thing, there are still plenty of 
options!

•	 Listen to a chapter of the Bible while on a walk or in 
the car

•	 Have someone read the story out loud and act it out
•	 Paraphrase each sentence or paragraph as you read 

(verbally or in writing)
•	 Doodle or draw a picture that represents the story
•	 Take turns telling a Bible story from memory
•	 Sing or listen to a hymn/sacred music that retells a 

Bible story
•	 Make a copy of the chapter or story and write 

questions/thoughts in the margins
•	 Use dolls or action figures to create a scene from the story
•	 Rewrite the story in modern slang
•	 Participate in Psalmtember (directions on this page)

Little Food Pantry
High temperatures make it a real challenge to safely 
store food in our small outdoor pantry, particularly 
canned goods, which can easily spoil in the summer 
heat. At this time, please only donate non-food items 
such as hygiene products (soap, shampoo, deodorant, 
toothpaste, wet wipes), women’s/feminine products, 
baby items (diapers, wipes, lotion), sunscreen, mosquito/
bug repellent, first-aid basics, laundry detergent, and 
similar essential items rather than any food. Donations 
can be put directly in the pantry.
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Faith Formation

For Adults:
Bible Study

The Adult Bible Study class will continue their weekly study 
of the texts used in worship. The class will use the Feasting 
on the Word curriculum to match the Revised Common 
Lectionary we will be using in worship this year. They will 
continue using a rotating leadership model. 

Bless This Mess!
This discussion group is a class for adults who are raising 
young people, babies through college-age. We discuss 
issues and concerns that come up for “kids these days” in 
the context of their (and our own) spiritual formation. The 
format is democratic and flexible, depending on the needs 
and whims of those present; in the past, we have had book 
studies and discussed podcasts.

Digging Deeper
Digging Deeper, the adult church school group that meets 
in the Parks Wilson room, is a flexible format class that 
features speakers, lecturers, and leaders both within our 
church and beyond. We’re working on an exciting lineup, 
but the group still has some Sunday morning spaces to fill 
in the fall. If you would be willing to share your area of 
expertise in an informal setting, please reach out to Betsy 
Wilks (Maryelizwilks@gmail.com) or Jan Risher. 
•	 September 6 - Carl Motsenbocker will lead a class on 

Intensive Growing in Market Gardens: Can We Feed 
the World Today?

•	 September 13 - Jean Coco will share writing prompts 
to facilitate reflection on the significant moments, 
experiences, people, and objects in your life. Bring your 
own writing tools.

•	 September 20 - Lois Kuyper Rushing will lead a class 
through her experiences as a Fulbright Scholar in France

•	 September 27 - Jeff Perry will start a series of discussions 
on Sonic Meditations: Exploring Sound and Spirit by 
Pauline Oliveros. No musical training is necessary for 
participation. This series will run through October.

For Children and Youth:
Preschool/Young Children
The faith formation committee is exploring the possibility of 

a Sunday morning class for children approximately 3 to 6 
years old. If you have a child in that age range who would 
like to participate, or you are interested in assisting with the 
class, please reach out to Erin. 

Meanwhile, the monthly dinner/program for families with 
young children (approximately kindergarten and younger) 
will resume in September! Let Erin know if you’d like to 
participate and she will include you in the scheduling 
process.

Act Up! is a drama-based church school class for 1st-
6th graders. The group will do deep dives into Scripture 
passages and act them out during worship approximately 
once per month. There are plenty of onstage and behind the 
scenes roles for everyone!

7th-8th graders will attend weekly classes as part of the 
confirmation curriculum. All 7th-8th graders are welcome 
and encouraged to attend, whether or not they are registered 
for confirmation. The teachers for this class are Mary Mikell 
and Nora Broadhurst Williams.

9th-12th graders will be using a SparkHouse curriculum as they 
dive into the complexities of Bible characters throughout the 
Old Testament. Jessica Stroope, Peggy Carroll, and Richard 
Williams are the teaching team for this fall.

As individuals and as a church community, we are always forming and reforming our faith.
It’s what makes us Presbyterians and what enlivens our understanding and our response

to God’s love for each of us at this time and in this place.
To encourage our faith-forming journey, we offer these classes on Sunday morning this fall...

Small Groups
Faith and Community
2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. (ongoing)
All are welcome to join us as we explore a wide range of topics 
concerning faith and community. We look forward to sharing ideas 
and conversation. This group currently meets in the Parks Wilson 
Room. Watch your bulletins for changes in location.

Soul Feast - Library
Every Thursday at 11:00 a.m. (ongoing)
In this  small group, Mary Mikell continues to illuminate how our 
spiritual concerns are affected by the different stories we encounter 
in books, poetry, and articles. 

Contact Jan Risher if you are interested in creating a new group.

We’d love for you to join a class, learn some stuff, and meet 
great people!  
We also encourage you to keep your eyes out and your heart 
open for other faith- forming opportunities that happen outside 
of Sunday mornings! 
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Youth Group
Some fun, funny, inspirational, or thought-
provoking links for you enjoy this month. 

•Frisbee golf and misfits turned into 
community. We all want to belong. 
Church is a good place for misfits too. 
Feel free to invite someone to come to 
UPC (or get a UPC frisbee golf group 
started…).  https://bit.ly/4zBXDbF

•Do you know about shape note 
singing? You can watch a brief video 
about it here: https://bit.ly/4xl2VHb. 
If you are interested in listening (or 
joining in!) there are groups that meet 
about once a month in New Orleans 
(https://bit.ly/4wLK9Y4). More groups 
can be found by checking here: 
https://fasola.org/singings. (And while 
it’s not the same, you can always join 
our choir…) :)

•Speaking of singing, Woody Guthrie 
wrote and sang the song “All You 
Fascists Bound to Lose” at the height of 
WWII. It has had a resurgence. You can 
see the original and several remakes 
on this site and read a bit more about it 
here: https://bit.ly/4qD2aXm.

•“If you can’t take love to the stars, then 
what are we even doing?” A short video 
put together from the Artemis mission 
called “Moon Joy.” 1.5 minutes of 
worth it.  https://bit.ly/3SvhEzR

•NASA has released thousands of 
photographs from the Artemis II 
expedition. They are lovely and 
inspiring.   https://bit.ly/4xaFRe4

•Some of us don’t even have iPhones 
and the pictures on here of the 
Artemis II mission wallpapers are 
still cool enough to go check out…   
https://bit.ly/3SvhQz5

•This is clearly tracking a particular 
demographic, but you can scroll through 
interior design history from 1940-2015 
and see what (some) US homes looked 
like the year (some of) you were born. 
https://www.cosmicodometer.space/

L  NK LOVE
Youth group is off to a strong start! We had a wonderful time splashing around at 
the beginning of the year pool party and are looking forward to the lock-in. We have 
an all-star team with new advisors Ivy Barnes and Collier Roberts joining returning 
advisor Alvin Raetzsch for what is bound to be an amazing year. We try to do one 
fun/fellowship event, one service project, and one lesson/discussion day per month. 
Any 6th-12th grade youth are always welcome to join in the fun!

New this year is the Youth Advisory Council (YAC), a group tasked with planning 
the schedule, observing how the year is going, and seeking feedback from youth, 
parents, and congregants alike. Thank you to our advisors (Alvin, Collier, Ivy, and 
Erin) and our representatives Sadie Knapp (youth), Josie Costello (youth), and Jill 
Kerr (Faith Formation Committee) for helping to strengthen our youth group.

September:
Saturday, Sept 5th: 		  LSU vs. Clemson high school youth parking
Sunday, Sept 6th: 		  (No youth group due to Labor Day)
Saturday, Sept 12th: 		 LSU vs. LA Tech high school youth parking
Sunday, Sept 13th: 		  4:30-6pm at the church
Saturday, Sept 19th: 		 8am-noon at the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank
Saturday, Sept 26th: 		 LSU vs. Texas A&M high school youth parking
Sunday, Sept 27th: 		  Bowling - details to be announced by email

The college and young adult group meets on Wednesday evenings from 5:00-6:30 
p.m. in the church library. We begin with Bible study, then transition to dinner and 
fellowship time. We have just restarted for the semester, so if you’re 18-28ish, now 
is a great time to jump in! Trish Quarles and Erin Tolar (etolar@upcbr.org) are co-
leading the group this year, so please reach out to either of them with questions. 

Help Fuel Our UPC College Ministry: Volunteer for Sunday Meals!
Our UPC College Group meets every Wednesday evening for Bible study, fellowship, 
and a shared meal—and we need your help to keep them fed! Providing a warm 
meal is a simple yet impactful way to support our students as they grow in faith and 
community.

Meal Delivery Details
•	 Location: UPC Conference Room 

•	 Delivery Time: 5:45 PM (The group studies from 5:00–5:45 PM, so they will 
already be in the room when you arrive).

•	 Headcount: Plan to feed 8 people.

•	 Day-of Contact: If you run into any issues or have questions during drop-off, 
Erin will be on-site to assist.

Ready to sign up for a date or have questions about what to bring? Contact our 
coordinator, Jill Kerr, at 225-328-3602. To select an open Wednesday and claim your 
spot, visit https://takethemameal.com/BBVA5954.

College and Young Adult Group
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Every month, we celebrate the incredible individuals who 
make University Presbyterian Church Day School feel like 
a home away from home. This month, we feature two long-
standing team members whose dedication, warmth, and care 
shape our children’s days: Mary Johnson and Vera McClain.

Mary Johnson: 31 Years of Nurturing Little Hearts

If you walk past our 2-year-old 
classroom, you’ll likely see Mary 
Johnson doing what she loves 
most. Mary has worked with UPC 
DS toddlers for an incredible 31 
years, reflecting her deep passion 
for early childhood education.

“I can honestly say it is one of the 
most rewarding experiences of 
my life,” Mary shares. “All of the 
hundreds of children I have cared 
for have a lasting place in my heart.”

Working with toddlers takes patience, compassion, creativity, 
and love—qualities Mary brings every day. She treasures 
partnering with parents and celebrating every milestone along 
each child’s journey.

Day School
Staff Spotlight: Nurturing Hearts and Feeding Futures

Presbyterian Women
Join our Facebook group PW of UPC, Baton Rouge  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/340272321019732

You are invited to join UPC Presbyterian Women’s Circle on Tuesday, September 1st 
and every first Tuesday of the year at 10am for Bible Study and fellowship.  All are 
welcome.  We meet in the Parks-Wilson room at 10:00am.  The study this year will 
be “United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other”, a study of Paul’s First Letter to the 
Corinthians by Rhonda Mawhood Lee.

The Wednesday Carport Circle meets every Wednesday at 10am at Peggy Carroll’s 
carport or inside in the event of inclement weather.  Peggy’s address is 1545 Patrick Dr. 

HELPING HANDS
Helping Hands is relaunching a 
knitting/crocheting project and you 
are invited to participate in making 
hats for babies. Watch for a basket of 
yarn, needles, and instructions to be 
available in the coming weeks. Take 
home what you would like to work 
with and return hats to the basket.
Helping Hands will meet in the 
Conference Room on Tuesday, 
September 15th,  9:30 a.m.  Quilts will 
be tied, other projects are possible, 
and merriment and fellowship will 
abound. All supplies are provided, 
and there are always opportunities 
for non-sewists to participate.  Bring 
a sack lunch.

“It has truly been an honor to spend my career nurturing little 
hearts, encouraging young minds, and helping children take 
their first steps toward a bright future.”

Vera McClain: Fueling Growing Minds

Vera McClain makes sure our little 
ones are fueled up and ready to 
play! She has been a dedicated part 
of the UPC DS family for over six 
years. Vera began in the 1-year-old 
classroom before transitioning into 
her role as the Day School cook.

Each day, she works hard preparing 
nutritious meals and snacks that 
keep our kids healthy and happy. 
Her dedication doesn’t end in 
the kitchen—whenever needed, 
Vera steps up to help in our infant 

classrooms, bringing extra love and support.

Both Mary and Vera embody the heart of our UPC DS family. 
We are deeply grateful for their years of commitment, love, 
and tireless service to our children and community!
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Mission & Peacemaking

World Communion Offering
September 6 - October 4
The PC(USA) World Communion 
Offering invites the church to gather 
around Christ’s table and support 
ministries of reconciliation. Received on 
World Communion Sunday (first Sunday 
in October), it funds racial justice, gender 
justice, peacemaking, global witness, 
and ecumenical/interfaith relations.

Beginning in 2026, this offering replaces 
the former Peace & Global Witness 
Offering. Previously, congregations 
and mid-councils each retained 25% 
of the gifts, with 50% going to the 
denomination. Now 100% is received 
by the denomination and distributed 
through grants to congregations, 
presbyteries, and other councils for 
these causes of reconciliation—whether 
or not a congregation participates.

Last year our congregation raised 
$1,600. This year we hope to exceed 
that amount as we join the wider church 
in cultivating peace around Christ’s 
open table.

The World Communion Offering will be 
collected on October 4; however, online 
giving is available at any time through 
(1) the GIVE tab on our website at 
www.upcbr.org (2) the Realm mobile 
app, (3) your REALM profile in the 
Realm website at www.onrealm.org, 
or (4) by texting “UPCBR [number of 
dollars]” to 73256. Be sure to specify 
that your gift is for the Peace and 
Global Witness Offering.

What follows is a translation of a letter sent to me in July by one of the detainees we 
visited at the Adams Detention Center near Natchez. I think it conveys the bleak-
ness of the detainee experience, and demonstrates the importance of our ministry 
to this group.

=   =   =   =   =   =   =   =

Dear Jeff Perry—
I am writing to you with a heart full of gratitude, tenderness, and sorrow on 
this beautiful, sunny morning of July 4th. I am grateful for our connection, 
moved by the kind words you have shared, and heartbroken by the suffering I am 
enduring here alongside others who have been unjustly detained. 
I truly cherished the wonderful time spent with you during your last visit 
to the detention center. I want to thank you endlessly for everything you do 
for people like us. I pray that the Lord blesses you abundantly. I greatly 
appreciated our meeting and getting to know you. We hope to see you again soon. 
Moments spent in your company bring us comfort and give us the strength to put 
our ordeals out of our minds. 
You are the only people we know here in the U.S.; writing to you and talking 
with you does me a world of good. Since […] my detention by U.S. immigration 
began I have been cut off from all communication with my family due to a 
lack of funds. Communication costs here are extremely high—around $15 [?] per 
minute. 
Please pray for us—immigrants who are unjustly detained—and, if possible, I 
would love to have several pen pals to write to in either French or English. 
It helps me forget my troubles and reduces my stress, as I haven’t spoken to 
my wife and children in over 13 months. Thank you again for everything you do; 
may the Lord bless you. 
Yours in friendship,
Jospin

Stewardship
Pledge Updates
If you pledged for the 2026 budget—thank you! Pledges of any amount 
help us plan and operate with confidence. Halfway through the year 
we’ve collected a bit more than half of our pledges, which is great news. 
If you’re behind, that’s okay. Circumstances change, and pledges can be revised 
up or down. We’ll email updates at the end of this month with what our records 
show—please check them and contact Caralyn if anything needs correcting. Thank 
you again!

Are you tired of the same ol’ annual campaign?
Do you have fresh ideas? Are you organized?

Then we are looking for you to help with the annual 
giving campaign for 2027.

Contact Mamie to throw your name into the mix.
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Prayer Requests

www.facebook.com/universitypresbyterian
https://www.instagram.com/universitypresbr/

See us Sundays on Facebook for a live 
broadcast of our worship service! 

The University Presbyterian 
Church CONTACT is printed 
monthly.  Articles may be submit-
ted via email to cdurham@upcbr.
org or turned in to the church 
office no later than the 20th of 
each month. To be removed from 
the mailing list, please contact the 
church office.

UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

3240 Dalrymple Drive
Baton Rouge, LA  70802

(225)383-0345 
(225)383-3495 Fax

www.upcbr.org

Do you like to cook?
Do you want to help others?

The UPC Food Ministry provides 
occasional meals for members of the 
congregation who have been ill, are 
recovering from surgery, had a baby, 
or suffered a loss. If you would like to 
be added to the list of possible cooks, 
please contact Beth Paskoff (BPaskoff@
LSU.edu) or Pat Ho (ccpaho@cox.net).  

To add a name, remove a name, or update information on our prayer list, please
contact the church office by noon on Wednesday at cdurham@upcbr.org.

Lois Liggett • Ruth Bivins • Cody Lucero • Pat Phelps • Gerard Klein
Alan Williams • Kathy Poché • Lynn Nichols Dull • David Strain • Hal Horan

Melanie Driscoll • Cheryl Whitting • Faye Coco • Dawn Dominy • Mickey Brown
Members of our sister church in Cuba, San Jose de los Ramos

•Earlena Campbell, friend of the Tiptons, with ALS in hospice care
•Shayla Krepps, recovering from ankle surgery
•Pat Wright, with worsening kidney disease
•Olivia (age 5), grand-niece of friends of the Trahans, undergoing chemo to shrink a 

tumor on her brain stem that has already taken her sight in one eye 
•John Stoddard, brother of Linda Walker, facing surgery to fuse three vertebrae on Oct 5
•Jana Walker, niece-in-law of Doug and Linda, recovering from surgery and  

undergoing radiation. And for her husband Tré.
•Lorriane Farnan, aunt of Caralyn Durham, with brain cancer and in declining health
•Linda Howard, family friend of Virginia Davis, diagnosed with inoperable brain cancer
•Cathie Buffet, family friend of Virginia Davis, recovering from a second hip replacement
•Cecil Eubanks, recovering from eye surgery
•Lorinda Sealey and family, upon the death of her sister-in-law, Claudia Singelmann, 
•Jonathan Hubchen and family, upon the death of his brother, Andy
•Ray Adams, father of Darlene Adams Rowland, with metastatic prostate cancer, 

and her mother, Martha, recovering from heart surgery 
•Gustavo Rodriguez, friend of George Strain from Cuba, being treated for lymphoma
•Deana Henry, niece of Peggy Carroll, in the hospital in TX
•Elvia Williams, friend of Lorinda Sealey, recovering from surgery due to a broken hip
•Randy Marks, friend of Anita Melon, receiving radiation and chemo for lung cancer
•Judy Crow, friends of the Brittons, dealing with a newly diagnosed chronic condition
•CJ Veldman, Meredith’s brother, who is going through a hard time right now
•Adrienne Haughton, daughter-in-law of Lorinda Sealey’s friend, recovering from 

cancer related surgery
•Randy Williams, brother of Michael and brother-in-law of Jonathan Hubchen, with 

back problems arising from sickle cell
•Messiah Hammond, grandson of Susan Seifert, dealing with mental health issues
•Susan Comeaux, diagnosed with Parkinson’s and her daughter, Carrie Comeaux, 

diagnosed with stage three breast cancer and is undergoing treatment
•Terry Miller Jr., son of Ann and Terry Miller Sr., with health issues in Virginia
•Sherri Wilson, friend of Darla O’Connor and Tavia Crumpler, with brain cancer
•Amy Heller, mother of the Hoffman’s granddaughters, with a recurrence of cancer
•David Pohlman, dealing with liver disease
•Warren Goodman, friend of Mary Stevens, undergoing chemotherapy
•Gretchen Goodrich, mother-in-law of Kathie Pohlman
•Doug Toothman, brother-in-law of Jerry and Sarah Kennedy, with liver cancer
•Corrie Hale’s Dad, Conrad, with inoperable cancer on his spine 
•The children and adults in ICE detention
•The United States of America during these uncertain times
•All those affected by war - Ukraine, Middle East, and beyond
•All those affected by gun violence
•All families affected by Huntington’s Disease
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University Presbyterian Church
3240 Dalrymple Drive
Baton Rouge, LA  70802

Mission Statement
In response to God’s grace, 

University Presbyterian 
Church of Baton Rouge 

seeks creatively – through 
nurture, education, worship 
and community outreach
 – to sustain an inclusive, 
compassionate family of 
faith; it seeks to promote 

spiritual growth by 
awakening souls to God’s 
infinite mercy embodied in 

the reconciling love of Christ.

--Adopted by the Session
December 1995

Change Service Requested

August Birthdays

September BirthdaysSeptember Birthdays
1	 Charlotte New
	 Tyler Rice

2	 Andreas Giger
	 Christine Kooi

3	 Mary Mikell
	 Jaxon Tuftee

4	 Deborah Abernathy
	 Chet Pilley

11	 John Ward

13	 Julie Launey
	 Amanda Richey

16	 Beth Paskoff

17	 Margaret O’Donnell

18	 Owen Meier

20	 Shannon Couhig
	 Rick Pitcher

22	 Artie Larson
	 Edward Peterson
	 Nora Broadhurst Williams

25	 Paul Foster

26	 John Richardson
	 Evangeline Sabin

27	 Mary Wardlaw

28	 Susan Ourso

29	 Alexander Campbell
	 Ed Green
		
30	 Laina Fontenot


