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1st Sunday of Advent
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Whether you are worshiping in the sanctuary or online, at any time in the 
course of the service, you are invited to light a candle signifying a concern,
a desire for healing, a confession, or a prayer of thanksgiving that, though

private, you would like to remember in the midst of our worship.

Please speak aloud the bold portions of the liturgy in the bulletin. 
The asterisk * is an invitation for worshipers to rise in body or spirit as able.

GATHERING TOGETHER

PRELUDE	 Reflection on Ancient Plainsong
Michael Ryan
©2014 Lorenz

WELCOME	 Erin Tolar

INTROIT	 We Are Waiting
Composed by John Helgen
© 2023 Augsburg Fortress

We are waiting for Jesus,
Jesus brings peace.

Sun of justice, shine upon us;
We are trusting in your promise.

Loving Shepherd, walk beside us, 
Stir our hearts and gently guide us.

We are waiting.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

*HYMN No. 82 v 1	  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Come thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

CALL TO CONFESSION	 Riley Shaffer
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsive)	
God of Life, It is the season in which we prepare our hearts to welcome 
Christ, who is the bringer of all peace. 
We confess to you the ways in which we block Christ’s peace in our lives. 
The hurry to get things done and worry of little details,
we confess to you, O God of peace. 
The impatience and irritability we feel and take out on one another, 
we confess to you, O God of peace.
The quarreling we get into because we are too busy,
we confess to you, O God of peace. 

A TIME OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION

Though we make ourselves less than peaceful at this time of the year, 
your peace is always there for us. When we feel overwhelmed,
instill within us your peace.
When we are filled with worry,
instill within us your peace.
When the guilt of our ways threatens to overcome us,
instill within us your peace.
Help us to be more peaceful,
so we may spread Christ’s peace and love to others. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsive)

Siblings in Christ, we live in the assurance of forgiveness, for nothing 
can separate us from God. Through the love of the Prince of Peace, 
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and free!  
Thanks be to God! Amen.

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS	 Hymn 155
Sung through one time

Raise a song of gladness, peoples of the earth.
Christ has come, bringing peace, joy to every heart. 

WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION	
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SCRIPTURE LESSON
	 Daniel 3:1-30	 Act Up!
		
SERMON 		  Erin Tolar

WE RESPOND WITH DEDICATION

*HYMN No. 436	 God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER (unison)	 Mamie Broadhurst
Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING of GIFTS				  
Reflect on your response to the work of Christ in the world today, and

consider making a commitment of time, talents, and resources. If you choose 
to contribute to the work of Christ through UPC at this time, online giving

is available. See the announcements for more information.  

INVITATION 	

	 ANTHEM	 A Light Shines In the Darkness
Composed by Michael Trotta

©2018 Hampton Road Music Group

A light shines in the darkness and the shadow is overcome.
You will never walk in darkness, but have the light of life.

Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord  is upon thee.

Arise shine, for thy light is come!”

	 *DOXOLOGY
	 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
	 Praise God, all creatures here below;
	 Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
	 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
							       Old Hundredth
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION (responsive)
In response to your call, O God, we bring what we have.
We offer our time, our effort, our resources, and our gifts.
Today we also dedicate the Chrismon ornaments that 
adorn our tree,
and share our gratitude for those who have made them, 
old and new.
Bless these Chrismons that were crafted by faithful hands,
and enlighten us to hear the stories of Jesus they tell.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

*HYMN No. 100	 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
(Canticle of the Turning)

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION

God is…						    
everywhere!	

POSTLUDE	 Nun Kim, der Heiden Heiland
Robert Lind

©2011 Paraclete Press

Many thanks to Leslie Green and Tom Shelton
 who helped to live-stream the service today.

Act Up!’s worship contribution today is entitled “It’s Hot in the Furnace!” 
It is based on the musical It’s Cool in the Furnace (1972), 

music by Buryl Red and Lyrics by Grace Hawthorne
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LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE. 
ASK THE USHER IF YOU NEED A COPY.

Worship services at University Presbyterian Church are filmed. While most of the
footage will feature worship leaders, video of the congregation may also appear.
If you have concerns, please speak with one of the ushers who can direct you to

locations where being recorded is less likely.

Prayer of Confession adapted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition, c. 
2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music 
in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license no. A-705298 unless otherwise noted. 
All rights reserved. Cover art: https://www.stevethomason.net/resources-2/the-art-of/the-art-of-advent/


