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Church time is funny. Every year we end the church year with Christ the King
Sunday (this year it was November 23rd) and begin a new one on the first Sunday
in Advent (November 30th). Not only does that almost-but-not-quite match up with
the start of a new calendar year, the beginning and end of the year is also never
quite as straightforward as those dates make it seem.

As I mentioned in my sermon on Isaiah (November 16th), church time is not
exactly linear. Though Google will tell you the start and end of the Advent season,
in some ways we live out what it stands for all the time. Advent is a “getting ready
time,” but it moves in two different directions. It is a season of preparation that
looks back and celebrates Jesus’ birth long ago, and - much more importantly - it
asks us to look forward, to rehearse the past as a way to help us keep an eye out for
when God returns in the future. It is a season of “already and not yet.”

Which just sounds like every day, if you ask me. Every day we have the chance to
remember the gift of Christ, and every day we know that the way he showed us
how to live is not the way things are going at the moment. So, we keep an eye out
for ways to close the gap, seeking for God’s will and way to be continually birthed
among us.

The prophets have often been the ones to call God’s people to account - inviting us
to do better through both scolding and encouragement. This year we will be hanging
with them as we prepare ourselves for Christmas. It won’t be the same old story
you’re used to hearing in December, and yet it will be some of the same stories
Jesus was raised on:

Seeking Peace in the Fiery Furnace
Finding Hope in the Valley of Dry Bones
Pursuing God with Joy

Bringing Love to the World

(Daniel 3:1-30)

(Ezekiel 37:1-14)

(Isaiah 55:1-13)

(a look toward Epiphany)

In January we will dig into the Gospel of John, a different kind of story from the
other three gospels - one which will offer new insights and challenges even as we
read through some familiar stories.

The new year has begun, and it will begin soon. Jesus ushered in the Kingdom of
God on earth, and it is still on the horizon. In whatever way you keep watch (there
are Advent book groups, fellowship gatherings, Epiphany stars, and more here at
church - look in these pages and in Sunday bulletins), we hope you find that the
peace, hope, joy, and love of Christ that are offered to you already help tune your
spirit to all the ways God is g'/et to come.

Bendiciones, WW



December. . .

Meetings times/locations are subject to change.
Please check with your group leader for confirmation and
information on how to log into Zoom meetings.
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10:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Staff Meeting - Library

Day Circle - Parks Wilson Room
Advent Book Small Group - Library
UPC Book Group - 1725 Eugene
Day School Chapel - Sanctuary
Day Circle Il - 1545 Patrick Drive
Taizé - Sanctuary

Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Soul Feast Small Group - Library
New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Concert - Unitarian Church
of Baton Rouge, 8470 Goodwood

2nd Sunday of Advent

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
Noon
6:00 p.m.

Church School

Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
Stated Session Meeting - Conference Room

Nativity Play Practice (K-12"") - Sanctuary

Membership Committee - Library

Huntington’s Disease Support Group - Conference Room
Nurture Committee Christmas Brunch - 3630 Gladiola St
Advent Book Small Group - Library

NAMI Christmas Party - Fellowship Hall

Mission & Peacemaking Star Party - 4735 Newcomb Dr
Faith & Community Small Group - Parks Wilson Room

Day Circle Il - 1545 Patrick Dr.

Property Committee - Zoom

Taizé - Sanctuary

Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Soul Feast Small Group - Library

Day School Committee - Parks Wilson Room

Parent Night Out & Nativity Play Practice (K-12") - Sanctuary

3rd Sunday of Advent

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Noon
2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.

Church School

Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
Fellowship Christmas Dinner - Fellowship Hall
Children’s Music Studio Violin Recital - Sanctuary
Youth Group Wrapping Extravaganza

Staff Meeting - Library

Helping Hands - Conference Room

Advent Book Small Group - Library

Fellowship Committee - Zoom

Day School Chapel - Sanctuary

Day Circle Il - 1545 Patrick Dr.

Taizé - Sanctuary

Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Soul Feast Small Group - Library

4th Sunday of Advent Nativity Play (during worship)

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Noon
1:00 p.m.
TBA
10:00 a.m.

Church School

Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
Caroling - meet in Fellowship Hall

Najma Food - Fellowship Hall

Youth Group

Advent Book Small Group - Library

Office Notes

Day School and Office Closures
The Day School will be closed from
December 22 - January 4.

The Church Office will be closed from
December 24 - January 4.

The Church Office and Day School will
be closed January 19 for the Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday.

Bulletin Deadlines
Announcements or prayer requests
to appear in the December 28th and
January 4th bulletins are due on
Tuesday, December 16.

End of the Year Bookkeeping
We are rapidly counting down to the
end of 2025. Please have all check
or reimbursement requests for the
2025 budget into the church office
by Tuesday, December 23.

Dear UFPC,
I know there will be hard,
days in ministry, but the
Joyful celebration of my
installation service last
month will carry me forward
Jor a long time. Thank you
to everyone who made it
happen: worship leaders,
the choir and musicians, the
reception committee, flower
and, COmmunion preparers,
tech wigards, tablecloth
decorators, food providers, all
those who came to worship
God together, and those who
expressed their support from
a distance. As I said in the
benediction, my name may
have been on the bulletin
cover, but ultimately this
wasn’t about me. It was an
opportunity to celebrate whab
God is doing with all of us
together, and I hope you all
Jelt that as joyfully as I did. I
count myself very lucky to be
here. Thank you.

- Erin




The UPC Book Club meets the
first Tuesday of every month at
7:00 p.m. at 1725 S. Eugene.
Contact Ellen Morgan for info

Dec 2 My Friends
by Fredrick Backman
Jan 6 Horse by Geraldin Brooks

Feb 3 Matrix by Lauren Geoff

#HH

HOPE FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

UPC is excited to once again be
participating in Hope for the Holidays, a
program run by Presbyterian Children’s
Home and Services (PCHAS), to provide
holiday gifts for children in our community.
If you would like to participate, sign up
in the Welcome Center before and after
worship. Walmart gift cards in lieu of
choosing a name will be accepted.

Please place your gifts, wrapped or
unwrapped, in a single bag, such as a tall
garbage bag. Make sure to attach a label
with the child’s name. You may drop off
your gifts either in the Welcome Center
before and after worship, or contact
Samantha Hartmann at 832-387-7343 to
arrange drop-off. The Youth Group will be
wrapping gifts for those who choose to
make use of this service. The deadline
to drop off gifts or make a donation is
Sunday, December 14.
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Decemtbier. . .

24 Christmas Eve
5:30 p.m. Lessons & Carols - Sanctuary
(Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
28 1st Sunday of Christmas (NO CHURCH SCHOOL, NURSERY or YOUTH GROUP)
11:00 a.m.  Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
30 10:00 a.m. Advent Book Small Group - Library (zentative)
31 New Year’s Eve

Parent Night Out

The faith formation committee is hosting a “Parent Night Out” event for children
and youth K-12th grade on December 12th from 6-9 p.m.! Children and youth will
eat pizza, prepare for the nativity play, decorate cookies, play games, and watch a
Christmas movie. Parents are invited to go out as a group or on their own. The cost
is $5/kid to cover pizza (payable by cash/check that evening or on Realm anytime
with “parent night out” in the memo line). Please RSVP to Erin (etolar@upcbr.org)
by December 8th if you haven't already filled out the Google form.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT UPC
W ORSHIP

November 30 - First Sunday in Advent
11:00 a.m. Worship (a nursery is provided)

December 3 - Taizé
6:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

December 7 - Second Sunday in Advent
11:00 a.m. Worship (a nursery is provided)

December 10 - Taizé
6:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

December 14 - Third Sunday in Advent
11:00 Worship (a nursery is provided)

December 17 - Taizé
6:00 p.m. - Sanctuary

December 21 - Fourth Sunday in Advent
11:00 Worship (a nursery is provided)
Christmas Joy Offering will be collected.

December 24 - Christmas Eve
5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service of Lessons & Carols
This service will be live-streamed.

December 28 - 1st Sunday of Christmas
11:00 Worship (No church school)

January 4 - Epiphany Sunday
11:00 Worship (a nursery is provided)
Come for our annual distribution of Epiphany Stars
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New Year’s Day
Day School and Church Office Closed
Epiphany Epiphany Stars will be distributed, Communion

9:30 a.m. Church School

11:00 a.m.  Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
4:30 p.m.  Youth Group

10:45 a.m. Staff Meeting - Library

8:30 a.m. Nurture Committee - Conference Room & Zoom

10:00 a.m. Day Circle - Parks Wilson Room

4:30 p.m. Worship Committee - Zoom

7:00 p.m. UPC Book Group - 1725 S. Eugene

9:30 a.m. Day School Chapel - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Day Circle Il - 1545 Patrick Drive

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.  Soul Feast Small Group - Library

6:30 p.m. Day School Committee - Zoom

7:30 p.m. New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room
Baptism of the Lord

9:30 a.m. Church School

11:00 a.m.  Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
12:30 p.m. Faith & Sexuality (Parents)

2:30 p.m. Faith & Sexuality (4th - 7th Graders & Parents)

6:00 p.m. Faith & Sexuality (8th - 12th Graders)

11:30 p.m. Membership Committee - Library

7:00 p.m. Les Sirenes Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room

7:00 p.m. Huntington’s Disease Support Group - Conference Room
7:00 p.m. Mission & Peacemaking Committee - Zoom

7:00 p.m. NAMI - Conference Room & Library

9:00 a.m. Faith & Community Small Group - Parks Wilson Room
10:00 a.m.  Day Circle Il - 1545 Patrick Dr.

5:00 p.m. Property Committee - Zoom

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room

11:00 a.m.  Soul Feast Small Group - Library

7:30 p.m. New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room

2nd Sunday after Epiphany (Louisiana Marathon)

9:30a.m.  Church School
11:00 a.m.  Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
12:30 p.m. Stewardship & Finance Committee - Conference Room

Youth Group Service Event (TBD)
Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Day School & Church Office Closed

9:30 a.m. Helping Hands - Conference Room

6:30 p.m. Fellowship Committee - Zoom

9:30 a.m. Day School Chapel - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m.  Day Circle Il - 1545 Patrick Dr.

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary Balcony

11:00 a.m.  Soul Feast Small Group - Library

7:30 p.m. New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

9:30 a.m. Church School
11:00 a.m.  Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
1:00 p.m. Stated Session Meeting - Conference Room
No Youth Group
10:45 a.m.  Staff Meeting - Library
7:00 p.m. Les Sirenes Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room
7:00 p.m. NAMI - Conference Room & Library

Youth Groug

In November, the youth put together
an amazing cookie table (including
a decorated tablecloth!) for Erin’s
installation service, played an epic game
of kickball, and enjoyed an afternoon of
games. We'll look forward to celebrating
Advent and Christmas together through
fellowship, service, and fun.

December Calendar

7 Nativity play preparation/
rehearsal (4:30-6pm, UPC)

*12  Parent Night Out/Nativity Practice
for K-12th grade, (6-9pm, UPC)

14 Present wrapping service project
(4:30-6pm, UPC)

21 Youth group activity,
forthcoming

28 NO YOUTH GROUP (Christmas
break)

details

January Calendar

4 Youth group

*11  Faith and Sexuality workshops:
Parents: 12:30-2 p.m.
4th-7th graders: 2:30-5 p.m.
(with parents)
8th-12th graders: 6-8:30 p.m.
(without parents)

18 Service project sometime this
weekend, details forthcoming

25 NO YOUTH GROUP (4th Sunday)

*Congratulations to Michelle
Takeda and Claire Gibson on
the birth of their son, Myles
Asher Gibson, on November
9 and to his big brother, Theo.

Gabi

*Congratulations  to
Perry, University of Colorado,

upon receiving the Claude
C. Albritton, Jr. Award for
her dedication and research
in the Earth sciences and
archaeology.




Day School

Day School Director, Ethel Felder,
announces her retirement for this
December. Ethel served as assistant
director before she accepted our offer to
serve as director following Terry lyasere’s
retirement. Under Ethel’s direction our
Day School has expanded to include
infant classes which are a great need in
our community. Ethel is looking forward
to having the time and energy to explore
new directions in this time of her life. Our
thoughts and prayers go with her, as
well as many thanks for a job well done.

We are pleased to announce that
Kenishia Brumfield will move into the
position of Day School Director. Kenishia
began at UPC in 2019 as a lead teacher
then became our Assistant Director
in 2024. With Ethel as her mentor, the
committee feels that Kenishia is well
prepared to steer our Day School into
the future. We look forward to the
new ideas and leadership Kenishia will
provide as director.

28 9:00 a.m. Faith & Community Small Group - Parks Wilson Room
10:00 a.m. Day Circle Il - 1454 Patrick Dr.
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room

29 11:00 a.m. Soul Feast Small Group - Library
7:30 p.m. New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT UPC
EDUCATION

Digging Deeper Church School Class (meets in Parks Wilson Room)

This class will have a four-week devotional series for adults based on the
book Taste and See: Experiencing the Stories of Advent and Christmas by
Jan Johnson. Johnson invites her readers to explore the perspectives of
central figures in the Christmas story. It’'s not necessary to buy a copy of
the book to join the discussions, however the book offers daily readings
for the season if you are interested. It can be ordered through major
booksellers. This class meets at 9:30 a.m. Sundays in the Parks Wilson
Room near the Sanctuary.

A weekday small group will explore the same book. Lori Tucker will lead
that group at 10 a.m. Tuesday mornings starting November 25th in the
library (off the conference room). Everyone is welcome to attend either the
Sunday or Tuesday sessions. They will not be identical classes. You may
contact her at ljtucker70@gmail.com for more information.

Families with children are encouraged to use Faithful Families for Advent
and Christmas: 100 Ways to Make the Season Sacred by Traci Smith to
find advent-inspired activities you can do together as a family. It can be
ordered online, or Erin has several in her office for anyone who needs one.

FELLOWSHIP

December 14 - Fellowship Christmas Dinner

The Fellowship Committee invites everyone to a UPC Christmas Dinner
on Sunday, December 15 following worship. Please let the church office
know if you will be attending so we can have enough food. The committee
will provide roast turkey and several sides. If you would like to bring a
gluten-free side dish, or your favorite rolls or dessert, let Griff Campbell
know, via text or call, 225-241-2743.

December 21 - Nativity Play & Caroling

UPC’s more energetic members aged 3 to 17 and the Faith Formation
Committee request the honor of your presence at UPC’s Nativity play on
Sunday, Dec. 21, during the worship service.

Following worship, anyone wishing to carol is invited to the Fellowship Hall
for refreshments then caroling to home-bound UPC members. Carpooling
is available and children should be accompanied by an adult.




The Name Tags are Here!

Do you ever wish you knew the name of the person two rows
ahead in church? Or hear about someone’s ministry but have
no idea who they are? Want to help our new Associate Pastor
Erin get to know everyone faster? The Membership Committee
has the solution—name tags are ready!

You'll find them alphabetically arranged by last name on
whiteboards near the Welcome Center. Please grab yours on
the way into the sanctuary or church school and return it when
you leave. (If it accidentally goes home with you, just wear it
next time—no laundry, please!)

The badges are small plastic tags with magnetic backs (no pin
holes!). For anyone with a pacemaker or who prefers to avoid
magnets, the tag itself has only a steel plate—you can easily
slip it into a lanyard (available nearby).

We’ve made tags for members and regular visitors, but we
might have missed someone or misspelled a name. If so,
please accept our apologies and write your name on the
correction sheet by the display—we’ll fix it right away.

Thank you, and let’s get to know each other better!

Thé Felfowship Committee invites
everybheto a UPC Christmas Dinner
on Sunday, December 14 following
worship. Please let the church office
know if you will be attending so we
can have enough food.

The committee will provide roast
turkey and several sides. If you
would like to bring a gluten-free
side dish, or your favorite rolls or
dessert, let Griff Campbell know,
via text or call, (225) 571-4054 .

Faith Formation

Over the past decades, churches have not always done a
good job of talking about sexuality. Some churches have tried
to control expressions of sexuality through guilt and shame;
some have excluded people for who they are and who they
love; some have refused to acknowledge or talk about it in the
first place. We have the opportunity to change that! As God’s
creations, it is our shared responsibility to treat one another
and our bodies with care, consideration, and compassion.
Society as a whole is putting out plenty of mixed messages
about sexuality, so it is our responsibility as a church to create
space for learning and conversation through the lens of our
faith. Talking about sexuality at church helps normalize that
sexuality is a gift from God, and our faith has something to
say about it.

In light of this, the Faith Formation committee is bringing
in guest speaker Shannon Guse to lead faith and sexuality
workshops on Sunday, January 11th. There will be a session
for parents from 12:30-2pm (aimed at parents of 5th graders
and younger, but open to all), a session for 4th-7th graders
with their parents from 2:30-5pm, and a session for 8th-
12th graders (without their parents) from 6-8:30pm. These
workshops will be focused on the relationship between faith
and sexuality at age-appropriate levels, including topics like
consent, forming healthy relationships, anatomy, and ethics.
Childcare will be provided by request during the 12:30-2pm
and 2:30-5pm sessions. Questions and RSVPs can be
directed to Erin (etolar@upcbr.org).

New Orleans Gay Men's Chorus

Cedric s, Arfistic Director.
Kelly Cuppet . Collaborative Pianist
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Mission & Peacemaking

Helping Immigrant Detainees

Matthew 25 tells us: “Come, you who are blessed by my Father,
for...l was in prison and you visited me.” Now we can say this
is literally true. What began as hand wringing on Facebook
about the injustices of immigrant detention was transformed
into action by the simple question, what can we do?

A lot, as it turns out. A group of UPC members and others
have volunteered with Louisiana Advocates for Immigrants in
Detention (LA AID) and made its first visit this summer to the
women’s detention center in Basile, LA. The group also visits
men at River Correctional Center in Ferriday, LA, and Adams
County Correctional Center in Natchez, MS.

LA AID provides us with names of those who have requested
visits. We offer the detainees a snack or drink from the visiting
room vending machines and a listening ear. No legal advice,
no promises, only witness and our acknowledgment that we
see and hear them, that they matter, that we care. We relay
any messages or concerns back to LA AID.

LA AID may send an urgent notice that someone is being
released TODAY, and can we pick them up? A volunteer either
drives to Natchez or meets at a halfway point such as St.
Francisville. Released detainees may stay with a host for a
night or two and then take a Greyhound bus back home to
their families.

How can you, the congregation help? You can consider
volunteering with LA AID for detainee visits, transportation,
or donating time or money (https://laaid.org/volunteer/).
For pen pal opportunities contact Cartas de Paz
(https://www.casadepazcolorado.org/cartas-de-paz).

Our efforts have touched lives in Seattle, Boston, other U.S.
cities and abroad. The young man | visited transferred donated
commissary funds to his phone account. He called his mother,
and she was crying because she had imagined the worst—
that he had been returned to Iran and executed. He said he
prays to God every day, and then | showed up, the first visitor
after a year of detention. | don’t know if | received a heavenly
nudge or not, but they do say God works in mysterious ways.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

The PCUSA Christmas Joy Offering will be collected
December 21st. Donations may be made via check and
mailed to UPC with Joy Offering in the memo line or
made on-line through Realm. (see instructions on how to
give in the bulletin under OFFERING) The Christmas Joy
Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition
since the 1930s. The Offering distributes gifts equally to
the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and
to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color. The Assistance Program provides
critical financial support to church workers and their
families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
provide education and leadership development while
nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a
Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.

When | was hungry...

We know that UPCers have been watching with concern as
families in our community and beyond struggle more and
more with the cost of putting food on the table. While the
federal government’s refusal to issue SNAP benefits during
the shutdown received the most attention, food insecurity was
growing before that and will continue to grow even now that it
is over. As reported in Politico, “Millions of Americans greeted
the end of the government shutdown — and the resumption
of food stamp benefits — with relief. But others are learning
they could soon lose federal food aid permanently.” Recent
funding cuts imposed by the One Big Beautiful Bill Act are put-
ting SNAP at risk, and represent the largest cut in American
history. And this is while low-income workers are also facing
stagnating wages that are not keeping up with inflation-driven,
significant increases in the cost of living.

At UPC, we are grateful to have an excellent partner in the
Greater Baton Rouge (GBR) Food Bank, which does impres-
sive work to stretch ever-tightening resources as far as they
can to serve our community. During this year when the Food
Bank faced a 40% reduction in food contributions from the
USDA, they also responded to increasing need. The GBR
Food Bank serves 11 parishes; across that service area, 1 in
7 individuals (and 1 in 5 children) are food insecure. In light
of decreased government support and increased need, the
Food Bank has had to reduce the distribution per person from
25 pounds of food, down to 20 pounds, and now down to 15.
While it is not a replacement for government contributions,
and cannot fill the gap left by significant cuts to SNAP ben-
efits, donating funds to the Food Bank can make a real differ-
ence - with every $1 donated, the GBR Food Bank is able to
provide up to 3 meals.

In light of this need, your Mission and Peacemaking committee
has looked for ways we can respond. We recently reviewed
our end-of-year budget and made final decisions about as-
yet-unallocated funds. In addition to our “regular”’ yearly
contribution of $2,000 to the GBR Food Bank (and $1,500 to
the LSU Food Pantry), M&P was able to combine some unex-
pended funding to direct an additional $3,650 donation to the
GBR Food Bank.

Looking beyond Baton Rouge, we are also aware of similar,
even more acute struggles faced by our partner church in
Cuba. We will be able to take approximately $1,000 in fund-
ing that was not needed this year for repairs to water systems
in Cuba, and instead direct it to specific material needs for our
partner church including vital medications and food staples.

Lastly, while Louisiana was spared a major hurricane this year,
we feel kinship with our neighbors in Jamaica suffering in the
aftermath of catastrophic Hurricane Melissa, which left much
of the island without power, displaced thousands, and dev-
astated infrastructure. We have prayerfully dedicated $1,000
to the World Central Kitchen, to support their role providing
emergency relief to communities across the island.

We give thanks to partners close to home, and further afield,
who are doing God’s work to feed those in need, and we give
thanks to the congregation whose support makes these dona-
tions from UPC possible.



& Finance

STEWARDSHIP 2026 UPDATE

We’re thrilled to share some wonderful news: as of today,
we’ve received 104 pledges for 2026, totaling $591,312!

Even better—this includes 56 households who generously
increased their pledge over this year and 9 brand-new
pledges from families who didn’t participate last year. That
kind of growth and faithfulness is truly humbling. Thank you—
all of you—for your incredible generosity!

Stewardship

We’'re so close to our 2026 goal of $618,000—just about
$26,700 away. If you’ve been meaning to send in your pledge
but got sidetracked by life, the holidays, or anything else
(believe us, we understand!), it's not too late at all.

Maybe you’re planning to continue giving the same amount as
this year and figured we’d assume it carries over—nope! We
really do need to hear from you so we can build an accurate
budget.

Please take a quick moment this week to submit or confirm
your 2026 pledge. You can:

e Call the church office at 225-383-0345
e Email Caralyn at cdurham@upcbr.org
* Or drop your pledge card in the offering plate this
Sunday
Your commitment—no matter the amount—makes everything
we do together possible. Thank you for helping us finish
strong as we plan an exciting year ahead!

GIVING REMINDER

If you give electronically through Realm, and you have
changed your pledge amount, remember to change your
banking information at the beginning of the year. Realm
doesn’t automatically adjust the amount for you and the
church office can’t change it.

OFFERING ENVELOPES

If you would like monthly envelopes for your 2026 pledge,
please let Caralyn know (cdurham@upcbr.org) and she will
make some for you.

CONTRIBUTIONS DEADLINE

All contributions including stock transfers must be received on-
line or postmarked by 12/31/25 to be reflected on your 2025
Contribution Statement. For more information on contributing
stock please contact Drew Patty. If you have questions about your
pledge status, please log into your account at https://onrealm.org/
UniversityPresb15909.

IDENTIFIED GIVING STATUS 2025
(as of 11/24/2025)
Received Pledged Giving: $526,144
(89% of $586,655 pledged)
Received Unpledged Giving: $18,674

TOTAL GIVING RECEIVED: $544,818
Thank you for your generous contributions!

SPOTLIGHT
on

FAITH
FORMATION
AT HOME

Advent book for families:
This Advent, families with children are encouraged to use the
book Faithful Families for Advent and Christmas: 100 Ways to
Make the Season Sacred by Traci Smith. Copies are available
at the church in the welcome center or Erin’s office if you still
need one! If 100 ideas seems overwhelming, here’s “Erin’s
Top 10 Activities” list:

e Advent Values: (p. 59-68)
Paper Chain Advent Calendar (p. 8)
Jesse Tree (p. 9)
Find Yourself in the Story (p. 20)
Make Luminaries (p. 21)
Las Novenas (p. 28)
Starry Sky Prayer Requests (p. 70)
Ornament Stories (p. 82)
Memory Box for the Year to Come (p. 96)
Unhanging the Greens (p. 97)

Advent book for adults:

I's not too late to join an Advent book group! Feel
free to drop in for reflection and discussion on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 or Tuesday mornings at 10am. Copies
of Taste and See: Exploring the Stories of Advent and
Christmas by Jan Johnson are available in the Welcome
Center or Erin’s office.

Wider Church Giving

Each year all Presbyterian churches offer financial
support to their presbytery, synod, and to the
national church through “per capita giving.” It is the
way that we join together in mission and ministry
across our region and nationally and fund the good
work our church attempts to do in the world beyond
our local congregation. Atits November meeting, the

Presbytery of South Louisiana carefully considered
the mission and ministry of the Presbytery, and has
approved an increase of the total per capita rate to
$87.92 per member for 2026. If you are able and feel
so moved as to give your “per capita” back to UPC
as an additional gift, we will accept! Thanks be to
God for this connectional church.




PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Presbyterian Women

Join our Facebook group PW of UPC, Baton Rouge
https://www.facebook.com/groups/340272321019732

PW at UPC has expanded beyond women only to include ALL!

2 CIRCLE MEETINGS to choose from
DECEMBER MEETINGS:

Presbyterian Women Circle will meet Tuesday, December 2 in
the Parks Wilson Room at 10:00 a.m. We will discuss Lesson
5 from “Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus
Christ”. The Thank Offering will be collected.

Peggy Carroll’s carport group will also meet on Wednesday
morning, December 3, at 10:00 a.m., to study the bible lesson.

JANUARY MEETINGS:

Presbyterian Women Circle will meet Tuesday, January 6 in
the Parks Wilson Room at 10:00 a.m. We will discuss Lesson
6 from “Finding Our Joy in Christ, “I will say it again, Rejoice”
of “Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ”.

Peggy Carroll’s carport group will also meet on Wednesday
morning, December 7, at 10:00 a.m., to study the bible lesson.

Helping Hands

Helping Hands meets on the third Tuesday of each month,
9:30, UPC Conference Room. Join us for fun and fellowship
on December 16 and January 20. We will sort supplies and
plan new projects. Sewing skills are not required.

Dear University Presbyterian Church,

I am very excited and looking forward to
this next chapter in my life as I retire as
the Day School Director. It has truly been
an amaging journey over the past fifteen
years. I want to sincerely thank you for the
opportunity and support you have given
me during my time with the church.

You are such a wonderful group of
people, and, it has been an honor to work
alongside an incredible team dedicated to
providing a high-quality educational and
developmental program for children. I am
grateful for the memories we’ve created
together, and I will cherish them always.

Sincerely,
Ethel Felder

A One Day Mini Retreat on
Saturday, February 21st, 2026
We would love to have you join us for a few relaxing hours with
Art or Crafts, Gentle Yoga, Singing, Laughing... And Lunch!

Please contact us if you are willing to help plan. Send your
ideas by text, email, or phone call to

Peggy Carroll 225-485-8485 peggoc@yahoo.com
or Julie Launey 225-236-6949 jalauney13@gmail.com

You are invited to attend the

arad Annual Women’s Retreat
ab
Feliciana Retreat and, Conference Center.

This will be a time of fellowship, renewal, and
encouragement as we gather together in a beautiful
setting. We hope you will join us for this special

weekend of worship, teaching, and rest.

Feliciana Retreat and Conference Center
January 30 - February 1, 8086

Registration is now open!
Visit www.frecenter.org/womens-retreat

or call 886-683-6884 to reserve your Spot.
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WEDNESDAYS
6:00 PM

Prayer Service December 3, 10,17

Simddy, December 21

gbiviby Pldy

Hoiv us in yership ds use Eell Lhe story of Chrisk’s birkh.

PDecember 24 - 5:30 pm.
Christmas Tve Service of Jessons & Carols

A family-friendly service that centers on the story and music of the scason. Communion is celebrated.



MATTHEW BLACK lgNK l““E
The Everything Is Terrible and No One |s Okay Tour

Here are some fun, funny, inspirational, or thought-provoking
links for you this month. (If you open this online there are hotlinks

ec 6, East Aurora, NY W'.  embedded, but links you can type in are just below in case the hotlinks
Dec 8, 2025 Lewiston, NY r P don’t work or you are receiving this on paper!)

Dec 10, 2025  Olean, NY - .
*The musician Nick Cave reads an eloquent response
Jan 9,2026 Greensboro, NC he gave to a fan who asked him whether he still believed
Jan 17,2026 Maryville, TN o “in us” - in human beings. The short video is worth a
ey - ' tch, but his response is also printed beneath the clip.
Jan 18,2026  Knoxville, TN waten, 9
' v https://bit.ly/3JK79nV

Dec 5, 2 Pittsburgh, PA

lan 25, 2026 Mew Orleans, LA
Baton Rouge, LA *Would you like a poem a day for December? Here is a site
with a haiku for every day leading up to Christmas. As a
bonus it also runs back through the Jewish Scriptures, just
Matthew Black in concert on January 28th at 6 p.m.
Come join us and bring a friend!
Donations will be accepted that evening.

*The end/beginning of the year can be a packed time;
sometimes anxiety can get the best of you. Here is a website
with some free exercises that are simple to follow and don’t
require any special equipment. Use them whenever your
mind feels too busy or when you need a moment of calm.
https://anxietyaidtools.com/

matthewblackmusic.com/shows

eListen to a kid talk about the joy of imagination. You can read
the article, but you can listen to this inspirational kid in a short
video if you do a short scroll down. https://bit.ly/40JluQK

*Underwater Photography Awards - 2025. We often look
up and marvel at the stars, but there is a whole world
beneath the oceans as well, and these photographers do
an amazing job of bringing it to us through their lenses.
https://bit.ly/4dQx8ou

*To keep vendors safe from ICE officers, Chicago cyclists are
buying out their tamales in the morning and giving them to
hungry folks in the city. It's both wonderful and terrible, isn’t
it? https://bit.ly/4AhMXmtV

, : *Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” brought to life by a flashmob of

Fallowing Wor ship ; : 100 musicians in Spain. Who doesn’t need a little more joy?
Fellowship Hall o/ : (As a side note, Ode to Joy is a popular Christmas and New

Year’s staple in Japan. Who knew?) https://bit.ly/3KbD018

Bring your best soup. Bring your best dessert pie.
votpete for the golden prize and bragging rightsl
Everyone is invited to partake in this
beloved annual UPo tradition.

*The new year has become atime forreflection and resolutions.
This video by Dan Pink, called “How to Find Your Life’s
Purpose,” has seven questions to consider if you’re trying to
figure out how to find the intersection between what you love
and what you can contribute._https://bit.ly/4phhDdG

* A song pointing to the ways we can continue to live out the
Wise Men’s choice to go home by another way.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i FcwT8Cg34

_“ = Z
ONLY DESSERT PIES

WILL BE ELIGIBLE
FOR JUDGING.




—— Rer Rogeds ——

To add a name, remove a name, or update information on our prayer list, please
contact the church office by noon on Wednesday at cdurham@upcbr.org.

Lois Liggett * Ruth Bivins * Cody Lucero * Gerard Klein
Alan Williams ¢ Kathy Poché ¢ Kathy Rossman
Cheryl Whitting * Edith Veldman « Faye Coco * Melanie Driscoll
Lynn Nichols Dull - Dawn Dominy ¢ Pat Phelps ¢ David Strain
Members of our sister church in Cuba, San Jose de los Ramos

*Rhonda Fisher, sister of Anita Melon, finishing with chemo and radiation for Gl cancer

*Gary & Judy Crow, as he goes through further workup and treatment for cardiac issues

*Sherri Wilson, friend of Darla O’Connor and Tavia Crumpler, diagnosed with brain
cancer and starting chemotherapy and radiation in December

*Len Knapp, recovering after having a heart ablation

*The family and friends of AJ Meek after his death on November 18

*Mickey Brown, recovering at home

*Jeri Shread and family, friends of Susan Seifert, on the sudden loss of her son, Andy

*Lorainne Farnan, aunt of Caralyn Durham, starting chemotherapy and radiation after
the successful removal of a brain tumor

* Amy Heller, mother of the Hoffman’s granddaughters, with a recurrence of cancer

*Kathleen Osborne, mother of DS employee, Deidre Jones

*Cameron Bagihan, one of our DS students, diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes

*David Pohlman, dealing with liver disease

*Peter Wren McGuyer, nephew of Shannon Couhig & Joanie Cangelosi, deployed

*Josh Rosenberg and Angelle Bradford as Josh undergoes radiation and chemotherapy

*Carl Stoddard, brother of Linda Walker, recovering from sarcopenia

*Warren Goodman, friend of Mary Stevens, undergoing chemotherapy

*Gretchen Goodrich, mother-in-law of Kathie Pohlman

*Ron Veldman, Meredith’s brother, with pancreatic cancer

*Will, neighbor to the Walkers, undergoing chemotherapy for bladder cancer

*George Gullett, friend of the Hoffmans, undergoing cancer treatment

*Doug Toothman, brother-in-law of Jerry and Sarah Kennedy, with liver cancer

*Lee Wirth, brother of Karen Paterson, as he continues treatment for lymphoma

*Faye Beroth, Bizza Britton’s aunt with Alzheimer’s, and her son, Tom, her sole caretaker

*Kathy Kennedy, Jerry’s sister, undergoing chemotherapy

*Corrie Hale’s Dad, Conrad, with inoperable cancer on his spine

*Joellen Hawkins, Aunt of Emily Cogburn, with Alzheimer’s

*Hugh Huffman, friend of Rosemary John, undergoing treatment for cancer

*The United States of America during this uncertain time

¢ All those affected by war - Ukraine, Middle East, and beyond

*All those affected by gun violence

*All families affected by Huntington’s Disease

¢ All hospice patients and their families

¢ All those who suffer with mental iliness and emotional disorders

*Those who are affected by alcoholism and addiction

*Men and women serving in the armed forces

*Those who are going through separation or divorce

*Those who are affected by domestic violence

IN MEMORIAM
Gary Meise who died October 21
AJ Meek who died November 8

THANK YOU PARKING
VOLUNTEERS!

This football season you
helped support our youth by
raising $11,645 to go toward
youth trips, conferences, and

scholarships. Well done!

See you next year and
Geaux Tigers!

Stay Comected!
& (@)

Facebook ‘lwstugmm

See us Sundays on Facebook for a live
broadcast of our worship service!

www.facehiook.com/universityprestiyterian

hittos://www.instagram.com/universitypresbr

The University Presbyterian
Church CONTACT is printed
monthly. Articles may be submit-
ted via email to cdurham@upcbr.
org or turned in to the church
office no later than the 20th of
each month. To be removed from
the mailing list, please contact the
church office.

UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
3240 Dalrymple Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225)383-0345
(225)383-3495 Fax
www.upcbr.org

5 WAYS TO GIVE

&8 = oo.

UPCBR 75

IN PERSON MAIL

Drop your giftinto the Mail your gift to: Give online at:
offering plate on University Presbyterian Church https://onrealm.org/UniversityPresb15909/give/now

ONLINE MOBLIE APP TEXT

Realm Connect is available Text UPCBR and
for download at [Tunes your amount to
or through your REALM portal and Google Play 73256
under GIVING/+GIVE (uses your onrealm login) (as shown above)

Sunday 3240 Dalrymple Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70802




3  Kathy Perry 9  Carrie Armstrong 25 Leslie Green
5  Lilias Stroope 10 Dorothy Jones 26 Cindy Rice
6  Beverly Tipton 20 Mike O’Donnell 28 Eleanor Canon
Mona Truluck Steve Whitting Audrey Cogburn EPIPHAY SUNDAY
7  Gina Costello 21 Pat Strain 30 Charlie Blanchard January 4, 2026
Friedrich Pilly Joanie Cangelosi
22 Mamie Broadhurst
8  Bunny Heroman Elijah Fontenot Stafford 31 Darla O’Connor

Hattie K -
attie Knapp Join us for the annual

distribution
of Epiphany Stars!

Mary Clinkenbeard Cordell Haymon Griffin Campbell

Gerard Klein
6  Kathleen Richey Carl Motsenbocker 25 Lynne Wallace
Jeff Perry
7  Betty Shelton 29 Kathy Poché
13 Riviere Juneau
8 Paul Nguyen 30 Mitch Patty
15 Deanna Black
9 Emilia Hartmann Jennifer Bravinder 31 Mary Stevens
Violet Stroope
10 Suzanne Trahan 16 Forest Benedict

Lori Hyatt Pilley
Darlene Rowland
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