
University Presbyterian Church
Welcome! May you find strength, joy, and a new challenge here. If you would like more
information about membership or the program, mission, and fellowship of the church,

speak to the pastor as you leave worship today or visit our website, www.upcbr.org.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Week of November 30, 2025
Meeting times/locations are subject to change after printing. Please check with your 
group leader for confirmation and information on how to log into Zoom meetings.

Sunday (11/30) 1st Sunday in Advent
9:30 a.m.	 Church School
11:00 a.m.	 Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
1:30 p.m.	 New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Rehearsal - Choir Room
Monday (12/1)  
10:45 a.m.	 Staff Meeting - Library
Tuesday (12/2) 
10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle - Parks Wilson Room
10:00 a.m.	 Advent Book Small Group - Library
7:00 p.m.	 UPC Book Group - 1725 Eugene
Wednesday (12/3) 
9:30 a.m.	 Day School Chapel - Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.	 Day Circle II - 1545 Patrick Drive
6:00 p.m.	 Taizé - Sanctuary
7:00 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary
Thursday (12/4)
11:00 a.m.	 Soul Feast Small Group - Library
Saturday (12/6)
7:30 p.m.	 New Orleans Gay Men’s Chorus Concert - Unitarian Church 	

of Baton Rouge, 8470 Goodwood 
Sunday (12/7) 2nd Sunday in Advent
9:30 a.m.	 Church School
11:00 a.m.	 Worship - Sanctuary (Live Streamed via Facebook & upcbr.org)
1:00 p.m.	 Stated Session Meeting - Conference Room
4:30 p.m.	 Nativity Play Practice (K-12th) - Sanctuary

Name Tags Are Live! 
The name tags are now up on the white-board displays near the Welcome 
Center. They are organized by last name. You can remove the magnetic clip 
and use them in a lanyard if you prefer or need to avoid the use of magnets.  
Please use them as often as possible (and leave them at church), so Erin can 
learn our names, and we can get to know each other’s names, too!  Thank 
you from the Membership Committee!



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Learn more about us by reading our monthly church newsletter, the Contact. 

Copies are available in the back of the church and Welcome Center, 
or you can find Contact on our web site, www.upcbr.org.  

Check us out on Facebook, too! (https://www.facebook.com/universitypresbyterian)

Stitchers & Star-Makers Wanted: Help Dress Our Nativity!
Calling all tailors, seamstresses, and generally creative and crafty folk! UPC’s 
Nativity Players (aka UPC’s kids and youth) need some assistance with preparing 
our costumes and sets for this year’s Nativity play (which will be presented 
during the worship service on Dec. 21). If you can help out, please text Meredith 
Veldman at 225-281-4852 or email hyveld@gmail.com.

UPC Book Group
The UPC Book Club will meet Tuesday, December 3, 7:00, 1725 S. Eugene. 
The discussion book is My  Friends by Fredrick Backman. The January book is 
Horse by Geraldin Brooks and the February book is Matrix by Lauren Geoff. All 
are welcome. 

Birthdays (November 30 - December 6) 
30 Cindy Hartgerink and Cheri Strain; 3 Kathy Perry; 5 Lilias Stroope;
6 Beverly Tipton and Mona Truluck

Little Food Pantry
The little food pantry is in need of non-perishable dry goods. Please drop off 
your contribution in the pantry located outside the church office.

Bathroom Supplies
In each bathroom downstairs there are maxipads as well as incontinence 
underwear or pads available if you find you are in need of them. They are either 
in a cabinet or a basket in all five restrooms. If you notice replacements are 
necessary, please let Mamie or Erin know.

There is still time to make a financial pledge to the 2026 budget!
Together we’re so close—with just $26,688 more in pledges, we can present a 
fully balanced budget for next year. If you’re able, please consider contributing 
today. You can drop a completed giving form in the offering plate or log 
into REALM to pledge electronically. Thank you for helping us get across 
the finish line! https://onrealm.org/UniversityPresb15909/Account/Start 
You may contact Caralyn (225-383-0345 OR cdurham@upcbr.org), or complete 
the pledge form in the pews, or access your account through REALM. 



Online giving is available...
•via the GIVE tab on our website (www.upcbr.org) 
•by texting “upcbr (space) and then the number of dollars”   
  to 73256
•by scanning the QR code

Messages and data rates may apply. Message frequency varies.
Text HELP to 73256 for help. Text STOP to 73256 to cancel.

Hope for the Holidays
UPC is excited to once again participate in Hope for the Holidays, a program 
of Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS), providing Christmas 
gifts for children in our community. If you’d like to help, please sign up in the 
Welcome Center before or after worship (Walmart gift cards are also welcome 
in place of sponsoring a specific child). Place your wrapped or unwrapped gifts 
in a single bag (a tall kitchen garbage bag works well) with the child’s name 
clearly labeled, and drop them off in the Welcome Center or contact Samantha 
Hartmann at 832-387-7343 to arrange pickup. Our Youth Group is happy to wrap 
gifts for you! All gifts and donations are due by Sunday, December 14. Thank 
you for bringing joy this holiday season!

Advent Turkey Dinner
The UPC Tryptophan Appreciation Society (AKA the Fellowship Committee) is 
sponsoring a turkey dinner on Sunday, December 14 after worship.  In addition, 
cornbread dressing, green beans, yams and gravy will be provided.  Congregation 
members are asked to provide desserts, breads, gluten-free items, vegan dishes – 
and cranberry dressing (straight out of the can of course…).  Sadly, there will be no 
silly sweater contest this year, but you are welcome to wear one for informal bragging 
rights.  Everyone is invited to bring an outdoor appropriate ornament for the tree 
planted during COVID.  And don’t forget… You can never have too much turkey!!!

Lost and Found Clean-out Notice
All items currently in the Lost & Found (located in the mail closet across from 
Caralyn’s office) must be reclaimed by December 31, 2025. Any unclaimed items will 
be donated to charity or discarded starting January 1, 2026. Please stop by during 
business hours to check for your belongings (keys, missing earrings, water bottles, 
chargers, umbrellas, lunch bags, etc.). After the deadline, we cannot guarantee your 
items will still be available. Thank you for helping us start the new year clutter-free!

IDENTIFIED GIVING STATUS 2025 (as of 11/25/2025)
Received Pledged Giving: $531,644 (91% of $586,655 pledged)

Received Unpledged Giving: $18,922
TOTAL GIVING RECEIVED: $550,566

Thank you for your generous contributions!
Important Reminder: For cash donations to count toward your pledge or
taxes, use an envelope with your name on it. Checks should be payable to
University Presbyterian Church (not UPC). Thank you for your support! 



Prayer Requests
To add a name, remove a name, or update information on our prayer list, please

contact the church office by noon on Wednesday at cdurham@upcbr.org.

Lois Liggett • Ruth Bivins • Cody Lucero • Gerard Klein
Alan Williams • Kathy Poché • Kathy Rossman

Cheryl Whitting • Edith Veldman • Faye Coco • Melanie Driscoll 
Lynn Nichols Dull • Dawn Dominy • Pat Phelps • David Strain
Members of our sister church in Cuba, San Jose de los Ramos

•Junita Meier, at home recovering from surgery
•Rhonda Fisher, sister of Anita Melon, finishing with chemo and radiation for GI cancer
•Gary & Judy Crow, as he goes through further workup and treatment for cardiac issues
•Sherri Wilson, friend of Darla O’Connor and Tavia Crumpler, diagnosed with brain 

cancer and starting chemotherapy and radiation in December
•Len Knapp, recovering after having a heart ablation
•The family and friends of AJ Meek after his death on November 18
•Mickey Brown, recovering at home
•Lorainne Farnan, aunt of Caralyn Durham, starting chemotherapy and radiation after the  
  successful removal of a brain tumor
•Amy Heller, mother of the Hoffman’s granddaughters, with a recurrence of cancer
•Kathleen Osborne, mother of DS employee, Deidre Jones
•Cameron Bagihan, one of our DS students, diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes
•David Pohlman, dealing with liver disease
•Peter Wren McGuyer, nephew of Shannon Couhig & Joanie Cangelosi, deployed
•Josh Rosenberg and Angelle Bradford as Josh undergoes radiation and chemotherapy
•Carl Stoddard, brother of Linda Walker, recovering from sarcopenia
•Warren Goodman, friend of Mary Stevens, undergoing chemotherapy
•Gretchen Goodrich, mother-in-law of Kathie Pohlman
•Ron Veldman, Meredith’s brother, with pancreatic cancer
•Will, neighbor to the Walkers, undergoing chemotherapy for bladder cancer
•George Gullett, friend of the Hoffmans, undergoing cancer treatment
•Doug Toothman, brother-in-law of Jerry and Sarah Kennedy, with liver cancer
•Lee Wirth, brother of Karen Paterson, as he continues treatment for lymphoma
•Faye Beroth, Bizza Britton’s aunt with Alzheimer’s, and her son, Tom, her sole caretaker
•Kathy Kennedy, Jerry’s sister, undergoing chemotherapy
•Corrie Hale’s Dad, Conrad, with inoperable cancer on his spine 
•Joellen Hawkins, Aunt of Emily Cogburn, with Alzheimer’s
•Hugh Huffman, friend of Rosemary John, undergoing treatment for cancer
•The United States of America during this uncertain time
•All those affected by war - Ukraine, Middle East, and beyond
•All those affected by gun violence
•All families affected by Huntington’s Disease
•All hospice patients and their families 
•All those who suffer with mental illness and emotional disorders 
•Those who are affected by alcoholism and addiction 
•Men and women serving in the armed forces 
•Those who are going through separation or divorce 
•Those who are affected by domestic violence



FAITH FORMATION FALL 2025!
For Children and Youth:

- Babies - Kinder in the nursery
- 1st-7th - Act Up! - 2nd floor in Room 204
- 8th-12th - Follow Me - 2nd floor in Room 206

For Adults:
Bible Study

This group uses the “Living the Word” curriculum which follows the Narrative 
Lectionary used in worship. Themes for this fall include: “God Provides 
Blessings”, “Encountering the Messiah”, and “God’s Kingdom Revealed”. 
Several participants of the class share the weekly facilitating. Everyone is 
encouraged to weigh in on the class discussion. Meet in the Conference Room.

Bless This Mess!
This adult discussion class is aimed at parents of babies through college-age 
kids, but is open to anyone. We’ll be using podcasts and book chapters to spark 
discussion of what it means for Christians to parent in 2025. This class will meet 
on the 2nd floor in Room 208. 

Digging Deeper
This class will have a four-week devotional series for adults based on the book 

Taste and See: Experiencing the Stories of Advent and Christmas by Jan 
Johnson. Johnson invites her readers to explore the perspectives of central 
figures in the Christmas story. It’s not necessary to buy a copy of the book to 
join the discussions, however, the book offers daily readings for the season 
if you are interested. It can be ordered through major booksellers. This class 
meets at 9:30 a.m. Sundays in the Parks Wilson Room near the Sanctuary.

A weekday small group will explore the same book. Lori Tucker will lead that 
group at 10 a.m. Tuesday mornings starting November 25th in the library (off 
the conference room). You may contact Lori Tucker at ljtucker70@gmail.com 
for more information.

Everyone is welcome to attend either the Sunday or Tuesday session. They will 
not be identical classes.

ALSO FOR ADVENT:
Families with children are encouraged to use Faithful Families for Advent and 
Christmas: 100 Ways to Make the Season Sacred by Traci Smith to find advent-
inspired activities you can do together as a family. It can be ordered online, or Erin 
has several in her office for anyone who needs one. 

Where have you encountered unexpected peace? 



DecemberMark Your Calendar


