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Ms. Daisy was my 5th grade Sunday School teacher. Her home was not too far away
from mine, but as far as I was concerned she lived on the second floor of the church,
3rd door on the right. Ms. Daisy seemed just about as old as Methuselah. Come down
to it, she probably taught me about Methuselah, as she was the one who drilled us on
(and gave us prizes for learning) the books of the Bible and encouraged us to memorize
scripture verses.
A lot of Presbyterian churches shy away from that these days - Bible drills and memory
verses. Those practices have become associated with folks who live out Christianity in
a stricter way, with those who approach the Bible in a more literal and unerring way. I
get that, but it also makes me sad sometimes. I am grateful to be able to recite bits of
Psalm 23 to myself when I’m scared or to remind myself that I am fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14) on the days I need to do so. I never won the races to look up
scripture verses, but I could find my way around a Bible well enough, and I felt comfortable with it in my hands. The beautiful thing about my growing up church was that I also
felt comfortable with turning Bible stories over in my mind and asking all the questions I
needed to as well.
Faith Formation for kids and youth is more than just classes with folks like Ms. Daisy
(whatever their age), but it does include the chance to learn more about the stories that
shape our understanding of God (and where to find them). It’s the place where questions can be cultivated and answers explored. It’s the chance to build relationships with
adults who become part of your faith story forever. It offers tools - whether through Bible
verses or spiritual disciplines - that can help ground you. It can even be fun. And, of
course, faith formation doesn’t end. The questions and reflection continue, as do the
relationship building with both others and with God.
UPC offers a variety of opportunities to explore your faith during the program year, and
even during the summer. There are classes on Sunday morning and others during the
week. There is a book group and Bible study, and if there’s something you’re interested
in discussing with other people I bet we can make it happen. And we always need
people to be the next Ms. Daisy - the one who will take our kids seriously and who take
the vows we made to them at their baptisms seriously. You don’t have to be as old as
Methuselah to do that, but it’s fine if you are. Please let Patti or me know as soon as
possible (as we are lining things up for the fall right now) if you are willing to support our
kids and youth in this way.
Quick, can you find the book of Ezra? Yeah, it’s going to take me a sec too.
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August...

Meetings times/locations are subject to change.
Please check with your group leader for confirmation and
information on how to log into Zoom meetings.
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10th Sunday after Pentecost - Communion
9:00 a.m.
“Feasting on the Word” Bible Study - Conference Room/Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Facebook (Live)
8:30 a.m.
Nurture Committee - Conference Room
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting - Library
7:00 p.m.
Book Group - 1725 S. Eugene St. Zoom
5:30 p.m.
Personnel & Administration Committee - Zoom
11:00 a.m. “Soul Feast” Small Group - Parks Wilson Room Zoom
11th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m.
“Feasting on the Word” Bible Study - Conference Room/Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Facebook (Live)
7:00 p.m.
Huntington’s Disease Support Group - Conference Room
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting - Library
7:00 p.m.
Mission & Peacemaking Committee - Zoom
12:30 p.m. Technology Committee - TBA
5:00 p.m.
Property Committee - Zoom
11:00 a.m. “Soul Feast” Small Group - Parks Wilson Room Zoom
12th Sunday after Pentecost - Ourso Baptism, UPC Blood Drive
9:00 a.m.
“Feasting on the Word” Bible Study - Conference Room/Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Facebook (Live)
11:30 a.m. Stewardship & Finance Committee - Zoom
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee - Zoom
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting - Library
6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Committee - Zoom
11:00 a.m. “Soul Feast” Small Group - Parks Wilson Room Zoom
13th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m.
“Feasting on the Word” Bible Study - Conference Room/Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Facebook (Live)
11:30 a.m. Stated Session Meeting - Zoom
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting - Zoom/UPC
11:00 a.m. “Soul Feast” Small Group - Parks Wilson Room Zoom
14th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m.
“Feasting on the Word” Bible Study - Conference Room/Zoom
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Facebook (Live)
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting - Library

SEPTEMBER
CONTACT
DEADLINE
AUGUST 23

Check out UPC on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/universitypresbyterian
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Office Notes
•Church Calendar
In order to prevent conflicts, please
check with the church office for
availability before scheduling an
event.
•Office Hours

The church office is open 8:30 - 3:30
Monday - Thursday. On Fridays from
8:30 - 2:30 Caralyn will be working remotely. If you need to reach the office,
phones are forwarded to Caralyn’s cell
phone, however, the connection isn’t always great; the fastest and easiest way
is to contact her at cdurham@upcbr.org

UPC Blood Drive
August 15

The need for blood continues
for cancer patients, surgeries
and emergencies.
Watch your bulletins for
more information!
The University Presbyterian
Church CONTACT is printed
monthly. Articles may be submitted via email to cdurham@upcbr.
org or turned in to the church office no later than the 20th of each
month. To be removed from the
mailing list, please contact the
church office.
UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
3240 Dalrymple Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225)383-0345
(225)383-3495 Fax
www.upcbr.org

Faith Formation
The UPC Book Club meets
the first Tuesday of every
month at 6:30 p.m. at
1725 S. Eugene St.
BYO snack/drink!
Aug 3

The Lost Apothecary
by Sarah Penner

Sept 7

The Island of Sea Women
by Lisa See

Oct 5

The Lathe of Heaven
by Ursula LeGuin

Feasting on the Word - Adult Bible Study
Rotating leaders
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Conference Room and on Zoom (ongoing)
For each lectionary text, participants will find brief essays and discussions concerning the
biblical texts. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81701086436?pwd=Y255a0dwK0NkSVhseEhzaW
VwMWRFdz09
Meeting ID: 817 0108 6436 Passcode: 369663
Soul Feast
Mary Mikell and Betsy Irvine
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom
Readings from various writers in spirituality. The group reads essays, books, and poems
from a wide variety of authors.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83432015573?pwd=QVY3aHJDUnJZY1d5c3NNenN6aHVqZz09
Meeting ID: 834 3201 5573 Passcode: 184455

CALLING ALL CHURCH SCHOOL
AND YOUTH GROUP PARTICIPANTS!!

Back
FENCE

The

•Theodore James Dhom was
born July 28 to Dana and
Zach Dhom. 6 lb. 8 oz. All
are doing well, and Suzanne
and Jerry Trahan are delighted to be first-time grandparents.
•Neviton Barros has accepted a faculty music position at
Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania.
•Mary Collier Wilks received
her PhD in Sociology from University of Virginia on June 21.
•LSU College of Science
Dean Cynthia Peterson has
been named LSU President
William F. Tate IV’s special advisor on science. The full press
release can be found here:
https://www.lsu.edu/mediacenter/
news/2021/07/13cynthiapeterson.
eb.php

Please fill out and return the postcard that was mailed to you with information about
your family’s plans for the fall with regard to church school and youth group. If you
didn’t receive a postcard, or you can’t find it, get in touch with Caralyn and she’ll
gladly take down what we need to know. We mailed cards to 29 families and have
received 6 in return as of July 27.

Thank you!

The Bedding and Detergent Drive for Iris Domestic Violence Center of Baton Rouge
was a tremendous success, thanks to the generosity of the UPC community. You
donated 21 Queen sheet sets, 3 blankets, 2 comforters, 1 quilt, and 25 containers
of laundry detergent. These items helped Iris meet the safety needs at the height of
the COVID-19 pandemic, allowing bedding and other shared items to be washed
frequently, and allowing families departing the Center to take bedding with them,
rather than having these items used again by new families. Thanks to all who donated!

EARBUDS for Park Elementary

UPC’s public education partners at Park Elementary are getting ready for this Fall.
We’ve been asked to collect EARBUDS (with the plug-in wire) for the student computers. The EARBUDS are the most needed supply and they have to be replaced
fairly frequently. If you have other school supplies, you are welcome to drop those
off too. Please drop off supplies by Sunday, August 22 at UPC [in the Conference
Room]. The Mission and Peacemaking Committee thanks you for your continued
support of these important little partners.

IDENTIFIED GIVING STATUS 2021 (as of 7/28/2021)
Received Pledged giving: $304,692
Received Unpledged giving $24,856
TOTAL GIVING RECEIVED: $329,548

It’s never too late to make a pledge to UPC!
You can pledge online through your Realm account under GIVING
or by contacting the church office (cdurham@upcbr.org) for a pledge card.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and donation.
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Co-Pastors and Pastoral Care
by Mamie Broadhurst and Patti Snyder

As your pastors, one of the things we value most is being with
you in some of life’s most profound transitions - baptism, the
birth of a child, marriage, illness, and death. But more everyday conversations we get to have with each of you are important too. Whether it’s in passing at the church, on the phone,
via Zoom, or through email, we feel privileged each and every
time you share with us what is going on in your life, what you
find yourself thinking or wondering about, questions you have
about faith, or stories from your past. These conversations
help us to feel connected to each of you, inform our personal
prayers, shape the way we do our ministry, and allow us to
connect you to ministries in the church where appropriate. It
is a gift for which we are always grateful.

Who Should You Call?
You are always, always, always welcome to call or email either
or both of us whenever you want or need.
•If it is a time-sensitive matter, regardless of who you call,
the pastor who is on-call that week will likely be the one
to call you back.
•If it’s not time-sensitive or not a pastoral care matter, one
of us will get back to you as soon as we are able.
•If you want to be sure to call the pastor on-call, you can
always get in touch with Caralyn Durham and she can
either give you the correct phone number or she can call
us and we can call you back.
•If you are in a crisis, please do not stop to worry about
who is the right person to contact, just call knowing that
whomever you reach will respond to you in that moment. We will share and pass on information, as usual,
afterwards.

To that end, we wanted to make sure you all know how we
approach pastoral care and the ways in which you could participate:
Confidentiality
Unless you give us permission or request prayer in Sunday
worship, we hold what you tell us in confidence. We will always check with you before sharing anything you have told
us publicly. We do, however, share with one another what you
tell us (in broad strokes) unless there is a reason not to. We
do this for two reasons:
1. So that you don’t have to repeat yourself or feel the
need to tell each of us individually about something
new unless you’d like to (and please, never assume
we know everything because even if you’ve told us, our
memories are not perfect )
2. Because we try to operate as a single unit when it
comes to Pastoral Care (more on that below)

Ways You Can Help Us
Please reach out and be in touch with us:
•if you’re going into the hospital for surgery or to the ER
for an emergency
•if you are waiting on test results or a diagnosis that
you’re worried about
•if someone you love dies or is seriously ill
•if a family member is injured, gives birth, or experiences
a major life event
•if you haven’t heard from one or both of us in awhile and
just want to touch base
•if you have questions or doubts about faith or want to
talk about how to deepen or practice your faith
•if you hear something in a sermon or read something in
a church newsletter that concerns, delights, confuses,
informs, frustrates, or moves you.
•if you know of someone else in the congregation who
you think might benefit from a phone call, email, or
prayer
•just because you thought of us or wanted to share something
Please let us know if you need something from us, if you’d
like to hear from us more often, if there’s a particular way you
prefer to communicate (text, email, phone call, etc).

Our Approach to Pastoral Care as Co-Pastors
Functionally, to operate as a single unit means that, for us,
if one of us has been in touch with you, we understand that
to have been both of us. This works because we share with
one another our conversations and visits so that each of us is
always (to the best of our ability) up to date (at least in broad
strokes) with what you’ve shared with either of us. This is important to us both because time constraints don’t allow us to
be in touch with each of you as much as we would like to be
and because of the way we split our responsibilities.

Above All
More than anything else, we want you to know that we care
about each and every one of you, that we think of you and
hold you in our prayers far more often than we are able to be
in touch. If you haven’t heard from us recently, it isn’t because
we’ve forgotten you, and we would love to hear from you!

On-Call
One of us is always on-call with regard to Pastoral Care.
Whomever is not preaching on the next Sunday is the person
on-call. This means that if you were to go into the hospital or
to need time-sensitive pastoral care, you would receive it from
whichever of us is on-call that week.

Field Trip!

This model of pastoral care is helpful in a couple of ways. It
helps each of us to know the whole congregation because
we never know who will need pastoral care the week we’re
on-call. And, it helps each of you to know both of us because
when something comes up either one of us might be on-call.

Who wants to get out and show me somewhere in
Baton Rouge (or nearby) that you think I’ve never
seen before? Contact Mamie at mbroadhurst@
upcbr.org or send me a text.
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Presbyterian Women
Join our Facebook group PW of UPC, Baton Rouge

https://www.facebook.com/groups/340272321019732

•The UPC PW Circle begins on Tuesday, September 7th
at 10:00 a.m. in the Parks Wilson Room. (PW at UPC has
expanded beyond women only to include ALL.) The Bible
Study might also be offered once a month on Zoom, in Peggy Carroll’s carport, or Sunday morning before worship. If
interested, please let Peggy Carroll or Julie Launey know if
you are interested in the alternate times.
•The UPC PW are participating in Planning the 2022 PW Synod of the Sun Gathering which will be held at St. Charles
Ave. Presbyterian in New Orleans July 21-23, 2022.
•Upcoming Event – October 22, 2021 PW of Presbytery of
South Louisiana are planning a Fall Retreat at Feliciana Retreat Center. Watch for more information in the September
issue of Contact.

Please keep donating to
Michael Terry’s military mission box!
We have heard that Michael’s unit is moving to an undisclosed
location. But please bring in your donations to the church office pronto. Please keep him, his family, and all military personnel in your prayers.
PW Circle is alternating monthly packing/shipping with Nurture Committee! If you would like to help with the cost of shipping, please contact Victoria Robertson at victoriarobertson@
yahoo.com. Here are some suggestions:
•Nothing perishable. And no meat products (including
dried)

Bible Study 2021-2022

•Nothing that hints, or could be misconstrued as, any
form of religion. The penalty is very high for the recipient. So please donate cautiously!

What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from
the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary - Matthew
names these women for a reason. How might Jesus
have heard the stories of his grandmothers? What might
the young Jesus have felt as he heard about his family?
What might the stories of these women have added to
his sense of identity, as part of a particular family in a
particular time and place?

•Small sizes are best (easier packing and usage), and
remember that anything that can leak should be encased in plastic bag or container
•Acceptable: lip balm, foot powder, baby wipes, sunscreen, lens wipes, toothbrushes, toothpaste, knit scarf/
hat, socks, petroleum jelly, granola bars, peanut butter
crackers, small bags/boxes of pancake mix, cookies,
etc.

Have you thought about Jesus’ grandmothers? What
can these Grandmothers-of-the-Faith teach us? Their
stories will lead us into the gospel, the good news about
Jesus Christ. By exploring these stories together, we will
have a richer idea of what the good news is.

Thank you!
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Worship

Some fun, funny, inspirational, or
thought-provoking links for you
this month.

		

WHAT’S HAPPENING
IN WORSHIP THIS MONTH?
In August we are focusing on building and rebuilding relationships in the beloved
community we call UPC! You may remember or already be part of our ongoing “UPC
Reconnects” ministry wherein congregation members sign up to get together with
another member or friend of the church to connect or reconnect through simple conversation. (contact Mary Mikell – marymikell@cox.net - if you are interested in participating in this project).
In addition, this August we will be using a set of liturgical resources from A Sanctified
Art entitled “I’VE BEEN MEANING TO ASK...” The creators say the following about
the liturgy they offer:
“While the challenges of becoming beloved community to one another are endless… all courageous conversations begin with simple questions and the curiosity to truly listen. We landed
on our leading question, ‘I’ve been meaning to ask’ because it conveys intentionality, warmth,
curiosity, and consideration.” The main objective of the series is, “to cultivate courageous
conversations-and to keep having them…” Perhaps we can begin the month with one of
their prayers on our lips:
“May this series help us to behold each other as images of the divine. May it help us strengthen
our capacity for empathy and compassion. May it remind us of the power of asking unassuming questions. May it show us that courage is rooted in the heart. Through vulnerability and
authenticity, may our courageous conversations lead us to glimpse hope, joy, and beauty – and
to become the community God created us to be.”
August 1 – “I’ve been meaning to ask…” – a collaborative and conversational
worship experience
August 8 – “I’ve been meaning to ask…where are you from?”
August 15 – “I’ve been meaning to ask…where does it hurt?”
August 22 – “I’ve been meaning to ask…what do you need?”
August 29 – “I’ve been meaning to ask…where do we go from here?”
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•A music video wherein Jon Batiste shows off New Orleans and
gives us all a little more freedom.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3YHVC1DcHmo
•This link is to a conversation between
Ezra Klein (podcast host) and Traci
K. Smith, a two-time poet laureate
for the US. It was lovely. And if you
are even somewhat intimidated by
poetry, it’s even better. https://pca.
st/pdmrk38d.
•Field Trip! Tour some of the collections from the National Museum of
African-American Historyand culture virtually using this link. https://
nmaahc.si.edu/explore/collection
•Read about the “ICU Grandpa”
who cuddled babies in Atlanta for
years. He died in late 2020, but his
small, consistent gift to parents was
well celebrated. https://www.cnn.
com/2020/11/21/us/iyw-icu-grandpa-dies-trnd/index.html
•7 year old Morgan Brugg wanted to
get more hair options for online characters (called avatars). With the support of her teacher, she got the app,
Freckle, to make changes! https://
bit.ly/3hb2zP4
•We have lots of water falling from the
sky, but our groundwater is in danger. Read more here and take action
with the Save Our Water campaign
through the Louisiana Environmental Action Network (LEAP). https://n.
pr/2Uf6q4h

GAME DAY PARKING
TEAM LEADERS NEEDED

After a COVID break, UPC will once again open its parking lot for LSU Football Game parking BUT our fearless
leader, Randy Nichols, is scheduled to be out of town several weekends this fall, so we are suggesting a slightly different approach: Rotating Team Leaders on a game to game basis. The Team Leader would be in charge of getting
the building keys, supervising the money counting, and locking the building once we’re done. Randy would still
send out the e-mail to get the volunteers. How does this sound? And would you be willing to sign up for a game?
Please contact Randy Nichols at rknichols@homelessinbr.org if you are willing to be a team leader.

Prayer Requests

Online Meditation Room

To add a name, remove a name, or update information on our prayer list, please
contact the church office by noon on Wednesday at cdurham@upcbr.org.
Lois Liggett • Gary Meise • Ruth Bivins • Dean Kerr • Tabitha Lewis
John Earle • Bettye Burford • Gerard Klein • Melanie Driscoll
Alan Williams • Our Cuba Partners • Kathy Rossman
James and Jeanette Hanifen • Michael Terry • Joyce Poché
•Carl Stoddard, brother of Linda Walker, facing neck surgery
•John Stoddard, nephew of Linda Walker, with continuing heart problems
•Marshall Richard, coworker of Janet Whyde, and his family upon the death of his
wife, Chantelle
•Jordan Sealey, nephew of Lorinda Sealey who is experiencing neurological symptoms of unknown origin
•Eric, friend of Lorinda Sealey, who is dealing with a cancer diagnosis in his family
•Holly Pelas, a dear friend of Lorinda Sealey and family, who has been assigned to
the US embassy in Kabul Afghanistan
•Fay Coco, recuperating at St. James after a fall
•Jennifer Bravinder, recovering at home from gall bladder surgery
•Carmen Rodriguez, friend of Cindy Tyler, with stage 4 colon cancer
•Lee Jenkins, recovering at home after hip surgery
•The Dominguez family, friends of Kathy Rossman, who are going through difficult times
•Linda Mathis, sister of Ron Garton, diagnose with stage 4 pancreatic cancer
•Gina, niece-in-law of Ava Haymon, with a fungal meningitis
•Premature baby Norah Adams, Darlene and Gus Rowland’s niece, and her parents
•Judy Dederick, at home recovering from surgery on a broken bone
•Mary Garrett, sister of Elizabeth Roberts, as she deals with pancreatic cancer
•Sandra Samson, mother of Ricky Samson, in hospice for pancreatic cancer
•Samantha, niece of John Grubb, at home in rehabilitation after a heart attack
•Bae Landry, father-in-law of Janet Whyde, diagnosed with cancer
•James and Gloria Snowden, parents of Ethel Felder (Day School Assistant Director)
•Linda Clark’s family who are going through difficult times
•Judith Gooch, friend of Pat Ho, and her daughter Jennifer and granddaughter Evelyn
•Misha Gottesman, two-year-old nephew of Peggy Carroll, with leukemia
•RJ LeBlanc, father of Kathie Pohlman’s ‘Bonus Daughter,’ Nikki, with lung cancer
•Kaley Hall, ten year old niece of John Grubb, undergoing chemotherapy
•Anne Bender, friend of Pat Ho, undergoing cancer treatment
•Ginger Zipperer, friend of Darla O’Connor, with stage 4 lung cancer
•Marla Kerr-Lawson, Kelly Kerr’s sister, undergoing chemotherapy
•Mike and Chip, friends of Robbie Phillabaum, undergoing difficult cancer treatments
•Ralph Simone, friend of Darla O’Connor, undergoing treatment for bladder cancer
•Joellen Hawkins, Aunt of Emily Cogburn, with Alzheimer’s
•All families affected by Huntington’s Disease
•All hospice patients and their families
•All those who suffer with mental illness and emotional disorders
•Men and women serving in the armed forces
•Those who are going through separation or divorce
•Those who are affected by domestic violence
•Those who are affected by alcoholism and addiction
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Welcome to UPC’s new virtual meditation room! This is a site you can go
to whenever you want to immerse
yourself in peace, calm, and focus.
How do I find it?
Click on https://docs.google.
com/presentation/d/e/2PACX1vS7Vno1cyHWSFsBZjcp3_Hdf0M5ag4QsAgjVMMmBan4CC2Fl6UIRN1vGhpJgFthVj18QPXiS1-zAREs/
pub?start=false&amp;loop=false&a
mp;delayms=3000&amp;slide=id.p
&slide=id.p
How do I use it?
Click on the different items to see
what they do! You will find videos,
coloring books, a labyrinth, online
Bible apps, a chair yoga video, and
instructions on candle gazing meditation. Almost every item in the room
is clickable. Click around and enjoy
the resources that have been pulled
together for you!
Are there rules?
The beauty of an online meditation
room is it is never closed or crowded,
and there’s never a dress code! Use
as few or as many of the resources
in the room as you like. The point is
to help relieve stress and worry, not
add to it.
Come back as often as you like.
You’re always welcome here!

COMING SEPTEMBER 12

August Birthdays
2

3

Patti Meredith
Megan Richey
Susan Seifert

12 Greg Pitcher

Linda Benedict
Jim Hawley

14 Barbara Bahs

19 Virginia Davis
Anita Melon

25 Sarah Davis
Wes Mainord

20 Alan Hale
Mercer Richardson

27 Baldwin Rice

13 Dave Scherrer

8

Emily Cogburn

9

Gary Meise
Ellen Morgan

16 Priscilla Burch
Reily Kennedy
Jane Smith
17 Caroline Robertson
Jonah Savicki-Kelly

10 John Earle
11 Rowen Fontenot Stafford

18 Joe Skillen
Mona Truluck

21 David Hall

28 Elisabeth Davis
Tanner Short

23 Miranda Britt
Rosa Campbell
Sarah Kennedy

29 Kerry Everitt
Whitney York Giger
AJ Meek

24 Lamar Jones

30 Patricia Crowe
31 George Strain
Betsy Wilks

**Please remember to contact the church office if your contact information changes.**

--Adopted by the Session
December 1995

In response to God’s grace,
University Presbyterian
Church of Baton Rouge
seeks creatively – through
nurture, education, worship
and community outreach
– to sustain an inclusive,
compassionate family of
faith; it seeks to promote
spiritual growth by
awakening souls to God’s
infinite mercy embodied in
the reconciling love of Christ.

Mission Statement

Change Service Requested

University Presbyterian Church
3240 Dalrymple Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
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