25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 22, 2020
WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
We worship today gathered in Spirit if not in body, realizing perhaps more than
ever the nature of the body of Christ. We gather as a resurrection people even in
our time of loss and uncertainty. As we gather may we be strengthened by the
Spirit who knows no boundaries.
As you prepare for worship together you may wish to light a candle representing
the presence of God with you and concerns, laments, desires for healing, confessions or prayers of thanksgiving that you are particularly holding in the light of
Christ today.
Lord Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor (Bryn Calfaria)
Ralph Vaughan Williams
Stainer & Bell, Ltd., 1920
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, AND CONCERNS
Patti Snyder
PRELUDE

SONG FOR CENTERING
In the Lord I’ll be Forever Thankful, Taizé
(Sung through three times)

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
based on Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with singing.
Know that the Lord God made us;
we are God’s people and the sheep of his pasture.
Go through the gates with thanksgiving and into the courts with praise.
Give thanks and bless God’s name.
For the Lord is good and God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Let us worship God.					
CALL TO CONFESSION			
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Even as we have done it unto one of the least of these, your children,
we have done it unto you. When face to face with hunger and thirst,
we are not quick to offer bread or drink. Though we are aware of the
outcast and imprisoned, we rarely visit nor do we open the doors
of freedom. You knock on the doors to our hearts and await our response, this day as on all days. Forgive us when we do not go out of
our way to be there for you and those you give us to love.
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (sung through one time)
You are the Lord, giver of mercy.
You are the Christ, giver of mercy.
You are the Lord, giver of mercy.
WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE LESSONS
Ezekiel 34: 11-16
Matthew 25: 31-46
MEDITATION

Patti Snyder
Betsy Irvine
Betsy Irvine

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN No. 767
Together We Serve

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING OF GIFTS					
During this time you are encouraged to consider your response to the work of
Christ in the world today, making a commitment of time, talents, and resources.
Please remember your family, neighbors, the wider community, and the church in
your offering. Although many things are shifting, please continue to honor previous commitments to the best of your ability.

If you choose to contribute to the work of Christ through UPC at this time, online
giving is available via the GIVE tab on our website (www.upcbr.org) or by texting
“upcbr (space) and then the number of dollars” to 73256.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
O God, reveal to us in your broken world the hope of the gospel. May
your revelation move all to share welcome and sustenance and to pursue justice and peace. Take all that we have and let us be dedicated to
following what Christ shows us in his life and asks us of ours. For we
ask in the name of the King of all creation who is servant of all, both
mysterious and closer than our very breath. Amen.
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
RESPONSE
Go with God.
Alleluia and Amen.
Ride On, King Jesus
Traditional, Arranged by Moses Hogan
Hal Leonard Corporation, 1999

CLOSING MUSIC

Refrain:

Ride on, King Jesus, ride on, the conquerin’ king.
Oh, ride on, King Jesus, ride on.
No man can a-hinder thee.

I was but young when I begun. No man can a-hinder thee.
But now my race is almost done. No man can a-hinder thee. Refrain
King Jesus rides a milk white horse. No man can a-hinder thee.
The ribber of Jordan he did cross. No man can a-hinder thee. Refrain
He’s the king and the Lord of all. No man can a-hinder thee.
He’s the first and the last. He’s the Lord of Lords.
Jesus is the Prince of peace. No man can a-hinder thee. Refrain

HINTS FOR PARTICIPATING IN Facebook live worship:

Did you know there is both a UPC Facebook Page (Note, Banner
will be the message for the month, this month it is “LOVE”) and a
UPC Facebook Group (Note, the picture of the congregation as
the banner)? The Page is public. The Group is private, but you
can request to join and I assure you that one of our administrators will accept your request! This Group is a good place to share
joys and concerns that you might not wish to be available to everyone on the internet. When you go to Facebook, in order to join
in our Sunday morning worship, MAKE SURE YOU GO TO OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE, not the Group. This month look for “LOVE”
at the top of the page. And, don’t join a watch party but WAIT
UNTIL THE LIVE FEED APPEARS ON THE FACEBOOK PAGE.
Another tip would be to go to the UPC Facebook page and click
on VIDEOS. All of our videos appear there!
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